ay: 


AUTSET 


YKPAIHCbKI ВІСТІ 


LMS 


Edmonton, July 21 - August 3, 2016, Vol. LXXXIX Ne 15 Price $1.75 


Lieutenant-General Paul Wynnyk 


Ukrainian Canadian new 
commander of Canadian Army 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC) has 
congratulated Lieutenant-General 
Paul Wynnyk, CMM, MSM, CD, 
on his appointment as Commander 
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of the Canadian Army. 

Lieutenant-General Wynnyk was 
appointed Commander on July 14, 
at a ceremony on Parliament Hill in 
Ottawa. 

Lieutenant-General | Wynnyk’s 
late father Walter Wynnyk, who 
served during WWII with the Roy- 
al Canadian Corps of Signals, was 
born to Ukrainian immigrants in 
Stry, Alberta. 

In 1981, after four years as an 
Army Cadet, Lieutenant-Gener- 
al Paul Wynnyk joined the 20th 
Field Regiment, RCA (Militia) 
in the rank of Gunner prior to his 
acceptance under the Regular Of- 
ficer Training Plan. Studying at 
both Royal Roads Military College 
and the Royal Military College of 
Canada, he was commissioned into 
the Canadian Military Engineers in 
1986 and subsequently undertook 
regimental duties in both Europe 
and in Canada. 

Lieutenant-General Wynnyk’s 
command appointments include 1 
Combat Engineer Regiment from 
1997 to 1999, 1 Area Support 
Group from 2004 to 2006, Land 
Force Western Area/Joint Task 
Force West (now 3rd Canadian 
Division) from 2010 to 2012, and 
Canadian Forces Intelligence Com- 
mand from 2014 to 2016. 

Serving in a variety of staff as- 
signments over the course of his ca- 
reer, Lieutenant-General Wynnyk 
was both the G3 and Chief of Staff 
of Land Force Western Area. He 
has held a number of positions at 
National Defence Headquarters in- 
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Ministers Freeland and Kubiv complete the signing of the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement while Prime 


Minister Trudeau, President Poroshenko and Prime Minister Hroysman look on. 


CUFTA signed while Trudeau 


reasserts Canada’s support for Ukraine 


By Marco Levytsky 

Canada and Ukraine signed an 
historic free trade agreement and 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
reasserted Canada’s support for 
Ukraine during his first official 
visit there July 10-12. 

However he would not, at this 
time, commit to an extension of 
Project Unifier, under which 200 
Canadian personnel alongside Brit- 
ish and American troops, have been 
teaching the basics of soldiering, 
such as how to use their weapons 
and move as a unit, as well as more 
advanced skills such bomb dispos- 


al and medical training at a base in 
Yavoriv, near Lviv. 

During a visit to that base, July 
12, Ukrainian President Petro 
Poroshenko said a professional 
military is essential for protecting 
his country’s sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity, reported Lee Berth- 
iaume for The Canadian Press. 

«І have asked the prime minister 
to prolong the mandate of the mis- 
sion,” he said through an interpreter. 
Asked to respond, Trudeau said Can- 
ada would co-ordinate with its inter- 
national partners and allies on how 
best to help Ukraine in the future. 


“We are right now focused on 
the training mission that is going so 
well for both Canadians and espe- 
cially for the Ukrainian military,” 
he said. “As the situation evolves, 
we will continue to monitor and 
look at the best way we can con- 
tinue to support and help Ukraine.” 

Trudeau did promise more observ- 
ers for a mission by the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe monitoring ceasefire viola- 
tions between Ukrainian and Rus- 
sian-backed separatist forces in the 
country’s east. Canada will increase 
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PHOTO — UCC Website 
Prime Minister Trudeau, Minister Freeland, MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj with the UCC delegation in Куїм. 
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час минулорічних військових навчань «Сі bpu3-2015». Вересень 2015 року 


«Сі Бриз-2016»: 


США зацікавлені у безпеці в Чорноморському регіоні 


Людмила Гіцевич, Радіо Свбобода 

Збройні сили США зацікавлені у забезпеченні 
миру та у підтримці безпеки у Чорноморсь- 
кому регіоні. Про це на відкритті українсько- 
американських військових навчань заявив за- 
ступник керівника «Сі Бриз-2016» Кеннет Енгле. 
За словами організаторів, під час «Сі Бриз-2016» 
фахівці з Північноатлантичного альянсу оцінять 
рівень українських Збройних сил та відповідність 
цього рівня до стандартів НАТО. Крім української 
та американської сторони, у відпрацюванні 
військових маневрів будуть задіяні представни- 
ки ще з 14 країн світу, Загалом у «Сі Бриз-2016» 
візьмуть участь понад 4 тисячі військових. 

‘Ha цьогорічному «Сі Бриз-2016» військові 
відпрацьовують навички з проведення 
міжнародної операції зі встановлення миру у 
кризовому регіоні. Як зізнаються керівники 
військових навчань, тему обирали, враховуючи 
світовий військовий контекст. Для навчань розро- 
били спеціальний сценарій. 

«У кожній країні виникають проблеми зі засну- 
ванням сепаратистських рухів, які підтримуються 
ззовні. Тому ми, враховуючи ці загрози, плануємо 
відпрацювати дії на морі, на березі та в повітрі 
щодо встановлення конституційного ладу на 
умовній території умовної держави», - розповів 
керівник навчань з українського боку, командир 
Західної військово-морської бази, капітан І-го 
рангу Олексій Доскато. 

Заступник командувача Військово-морських сил 
України Андрій Тарасов повідомив, що навчання 


цього року розширили свою географію, включив- 
ши до місць проведення тренувань південні райо- 
ни Одеської області. Також посилили військові 
потужності. Будуть задіяні 26 бойових кораблів, 
21 літак та вертоліт, близько 150 одиниць наземної 
техніки. 

«За своїм масштабом воно зросло не тільки за 
чисельністю задіяного особового складу, а й за 
кількістю завдань, які поставили перед штабом з 
питань планування операції, i перед силами, які 
цю операцію будуть реалізовувати», - повідомив 
заступник командувача ВМС. 

За словами Андрія Тарасова, через події у 
Туреччині жодні зміни у програму навчань не 
вносились. Турецькі учасники не скасували своєї 
участі та поступово прибувають до України, як і 
було заплановано. 

На церемонії відкриття навчань «Сі Бриз-2016» 
представники військових сил СПА повідомили, 
що їхня країна зацікавлена у забезпеченні миру, 
стабільності та підтримці безпеки у Чорноморсь- 
кому регіоні. 

«Наші кораблі перебувають тут у мирних цілях. 
Але при потребі 1 необхідності наші кораблі і осо- 
бовий склад застосує всі заходи із самооборони. 
Ми плануємо повністю брати участь у навчаннях», 
- зауважив капітан 2 рангу, заступник керівника з 
американського боку Кеннет Енгле. 

Крім цього, під час навчань представники НАТО 
будуть оцінювати роботу українських військових, 
аби визначити кращі варіанти співпраці у подаль- 
шому. «Сі Бриз-2016» триватиме до 30 липня. 


У ГПУ повідомили про 
затримання соратників Януковича 


(Радіо Свобода) Генеральний прокурор 
України Юрій Луценко повідомив про затриман- 
ня Олексія Ткаченка, що був заступником голови 
Національного банку України за часів режиму 
Віктора Януковича. 

Як написав він у фейсбуці, Ткаченка затрима- 
ли працівники Військової прокуратури разом зі 
Службою безпеки України. 

Ця «банківська гілка злочинної організації Кур- 
ченка», як написав Луценко, впродовж 2013-14 
років заволоділа коштами НБУ на загальну суму 
787 мільйонів 396 тисяч 148 гривень i 99 копійок. 

А головний військовий прокурор України 
Анатолій Матіос, зі свого боку, повідомив про за- 
тримання двох колишніх високопосадовців Нац- 
банку «за участь у злочинній організації Янукови- 
ча, Курченка та інших». 

У довідці, яку він оприлюднив у фейсбуці, 
повідомлено про затримання, крім Олексія Тка- 
ченка, також колишнього директора генерального 
департаменту банківського нагляду НБУ Романа 
Яковлєва. 


Згадана сума в 787 мільйонів 396 тисяч 148 гри- 
вень, якою незаконно заволоділи затримані, діючи 
спільно з іншими тодішніми посадовцями, була на- 
дана ПАТ «Реал банк» у вигляді стабілізаційного 
кредиту, мовиться в довідці. 

Раніше Генеральна прокуратура визнала групу 
компаній СЄПЕК Сергія Курченка, яку пов'язують 
із так званою «сім'єю» колишнього президен- 
та Віктора Януковича, злочинною організацією 
i повідомила про досудове розслідування за 
фактом створення злочинної організації, «чле- 
ни якої упродовж 2010-2014 років вчинили низ- 
ку тяжких та особливо тяжких злочинів у різних 
сферах економіки з метою заволодіння майном 
державних підприємств, що входять до систе- 
ми Міністерства інфраструктури, Міністерства 
енергетики та вугільної промисловості, зокрема 
компаній «Нафтогаз» та «Укргазвидобування», а 
також Національного банку України». Загалом у 
цих справах, пов'язаних із Курченком, ідеться про 
мільярди гривень, у зв'язку з ними вже затримана 
низка осіб. 
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Conservatives accuse Trudeau of stepping back on Ukraine 
Government cancels supply of satellite imagery 


By Marco Levytsky 

Opposition spokespersons have 
accused the Liberal government 
of stepping back on support for 
Ukraine. 

“Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
recent visit to Ukraine represented 
an opportunity to reinforce Can- 
ada’s support for Ukraine. Un- 
fortunately, instead of taking the 
opportunity to announce that Сап- 
ada would be doing more to sup- 
port our Ukrainian allies, we have 
learned that Canada will actually 
be doing less,” stated James Bezan, 
the Official Opposition Critic for 
National Defence, and Peter Kent, 
the Official Opposition Critic for 
Foreign Affairs in a media release, 
July 14. 

“Despite a personal appeal from 
President Poroshenko, Prime Min- 
ister Trudeau refused to extend 
Operation Unifier, Canada’s train- 
ing mission in Western Ukraine be- 
yond 2017. This training mission is 
an example of the strong bilateral 
relationship between Canada and 
Ukraine. 

“The Liberal government also 
cancelled the supply of critical 
Radarsat satellite imagery to the 
Ukrainian military, impacting sol- 
diers on the frontlines. In 2014, 
President Poroshenko noted that 
the information sharing was help- 
ing to save the lives of Ukrainian 
soldiers and civilians and thanked 
the previous Conservative gov- 
ernment for its ongoing support. 
Cancelling this important service 
without notice or explanation is 
simply unacceptable, especially 
when International Trade Minister 
Chrystia Freeland said in 2015 that 
the Liberals would unreservedly 
support providing this information. 

“Furthermore, Defence Minis- 


ter Harjit Sajjan’s decision to not - 


join the Prime Minister in Ukraine 
represents a clear shift in Canada- 
Ukraine relations. The Minister’s 
absence resulted in the defence 
cooperation agreement, which огі- 
ginated under the previous Con- 
servative government, not being 
finalized,” they added. 

According to Lee Berthiaume, 
reporting for The Canadian Press, 
when asked to respond to Ukrain- 


ian President Petro Poroshenko’s 
request to extend the mandate of 
Project Unifier, Trudeau replied: 
“We are right now focused on the 
training mission that is going so 
well for both Canadians and espe- 
cially for the Ukrainian military... 
“As the situation evolves, we will 
continue to monitor and look at the 
best way we can continue to sup- 
port and help Ukraine.” 

Etobicoke-Centre MP and Chair 
of the Canada-Ukraine Parlia- 
mentary Friendship Group Borys 
Wrzesnewsky}, who accompanied 
the prime minister on his visit. told 
Ukrainian News the project’s man- 
date doesn’t expire until March of 
next year and the decision will be 
made at that time. 

He noted that it was “‘tremen- 
dously important” that the prime 
minister made a detour to visit 
the Yavoriv base and in order to 
express his support to both the 
Ukrainian and the Canadian mil- 
itary personnel there. 

“We are standing shoulder to 
shoulder with Ukraine’s military,” 
he said in a telephone interview 
July 15. 

Freeland, who also accompanied 
the prime minister, said in a media 
teleconference July 15 that she 
heard from both Poroshenko and 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Volody- 
myr Hroysman that they were very 
pleased with the strong support 
they are getting from Prime Minis- 
ter Trudeau. 

Ukraine’s Ambassador to Can- 
ada Andriy Shevchenko says that 
Ukraine expects Project Unifier to 
be extended because it is of mutual 
benefit to both sides. 

“From the information that we 
have received from informal com- 
munications, we very much count 
on this mission being extended,” he 
told Ukrainian News in a telephone 
interview July 19. 

“Why, because it is not only that 
see a very big benefit for Ukraine, 
but we see that this program is also 
very beneficial for the Canadian 
Armed Forces. When І visited the 
Yavoriv Firing Range together with 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, І 
heard the Canadian officers tell 
him what they are learning from 


Canadian officers. They are learn- 
ing how to conduct conventional 
warfare...that goes from very sim- 
ple things like trenches and goes 
to complicated things like modern 
electronic radio warfare,” he added. 

Shevchenko also said that 
Ukraine had expected Sajjan to 
come with Trudeau and sign the 
Defence Cooperation Agreement 
between Canada and Ukraine be- 
cause both sides had agreed upon 
the final text before the visit. 

Jordan Owens, spokesperson 
for Sajjan said that “following jthe 
NATO Summit in Warsaw, Minis- 
ter Sajjan travelled to Kuwait and 
Iraq to visit Canadian troops con- 
tributing to the Global Coalition 
to Counter ISIL. He also met with 
counterparts in the Kuwaiti, Iraqi 
and Kurdish governments.” 

Shevchenko said that Ukraine’s 
Defence Minister will now come to 
Canada within the next few months 
to sign the document. 

“It’s going to be a framework 
agreement with a lot of general 
provisions, but it is very important 
so that so that military personnel 
can begin further work upon con- 
crete avenues of cooperation be- 
tween our two countries,” he said. 

Alex Lawrence, a spokesperson 
for Minister Freeland said that as 
of May 6, 2016, Canada no long- 
er provides satellite products to 
Ukrainian authorities. 

“The decision was made after 
carefully considering the utility of 
this contribution — compared to 
Canada’s many other forms of as- 
sistance to Ukraine. To date Can- 
ada has announced more than $700 
million in much-needed support to 
Ukraine, including $400 million in 
low interest loans to help Ukraine 
stabilize its economy and over 
$240 million in bilateral develop- 
ment assistance focusing on dem- 
ocracy, the rule of law, and sustain- 
able economic growth” he added. 

Shevchenko said Canada 
stopped providing satellite images 
because the budget allocation for 
this ran out with the fiscal year end 
of March 31, 2016. 

“They fulfilled their role when 
we received them and they helped 
to contain Russian aggression at 


Ukrainian Canadian named new 
commander of the Canadian Army 
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cluding the J3 Operations desk of- 
ficer responsible for Canada’s mil- 
itary commitment in the Balkans, 
Director General Military Engin- 
eering/Chief Military Engineer, 
and a posting to the Privy Council 
Office where he was employed as 
the Senior Defence Advisor and 
Director of Operations for the For- 
eign and Defence Policy Advisor 
to the Prime Minister. Lieutenant- 
General Wynnyk also served as the 
Deputy Commander of the Can- 
adian Army. 

Lieutenant-General | Wynnyk’s 
Overseas assignments include, in 
addition to four years of service 
in Germany, tours with the UN 
Advance Mission in Cambodia 
(UNAMIC), the UN Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC), 
and an assignment as the Canadian 
Task Force Commander and mis- 
sion Chief of Operations of the 
Mission de |’Organisation des Na- 


tions Unies en République Démo- 
cratique du Congo (MONUC). In 
2009, he was posted to the Com- 
bined Security Transition Com- 
mand - Afghanistan as the Assistant 
Commanding General responsible 
for overseeing the development 
of the Afghan Ministry of Defense 
and the Afghan National Army. 
Lieutenant-General Wynnyk is 
a graduate of the Canadian Forces 
Command and Staff Course, the 
Advanced Military Studies Course, 
and the National Security Studies 
Programme. In addition, he holds 
a baccalaureate in civil engineer- 
ing, masters degrees in war studies 
and business administration (inter- 
national business), and is a regis- 
tered professional engineer in the 
province of Alberta. A Commander 
of the Order of Military Merit and 
an Officer of the US Legion of 
Merit, Lieutenant-General Wynnyk 
is also a graduate of the French 
Commando Course. His decora- 
tions include the Meritorious Ser- 


vice Medal and the Afghan Baryal 
Medal (First Class). 

During his acceptance speech, 
Lieutenant-General Wynnyk 
thanked his wife Marianne, his 
mother Joan and his father for their 
support on his career path. Speaking 
about his father, Lieutenant-General 
Wynnyk stated, “My late father Wal- 
ter Wynnyk was the son of Ukrainian 
immigrants, and part of that Great 
Generation of Canadians who fought 
during the Second World War and 
returned to build the Canada that we 
know today.” 

“On behalf of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian community, I congratulate 
Lieutenant-General Wynnyk on his 
appointment. His is a truly inspira- 
tional and truly Canadian story. I wish 
Lieutenant-General Wynnyk all suc- 
cess as Commander of the Canadian 
Army,” stated Paul Grod, National 
President of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress. “I thank all members of 
our Armed Forces for their valour in 
service to our great country.” 


that time,” he said of the images, 
adding that Ukraine expects to re- 
turn to this issue in future conver- 
sations, but is also looking at other 
avenues of cooperation. 

One priority is for Ukraine to be 
placed in Canada’s Automatic Fire- 
arms Country Control List, which 
will allow the opportunity for Can- 
adian defence sector business to 
trade with and manufacture goods in 
Ukraine. 

Another is for further cooperation 


with NATO forces in the Black Sea. 

“We are coming to an understand- 
ing that we have mutual security in- 
terests between both countries. We 
have one mutual neighbour who acts 
aggressively and does not respect 
international borders,” he said of 
Ukraine’s relations with Canada in 
the area of defence. 

“We have a mutual interest to en- 
sure that Russia is on the right track 
and that Russia respects internation- 
al laws and international borders.” 


Ukrainian GMU student 
killed in Nice attack 


(UkrNews/CBC)—A_ Ukrainian 
student studying at Grant Mac- 
Ewan University in Edmonton was 
among the 84 people killed in the 
terrorist attack in Nice, July 14. 

A correspondent for Iplus1 Tele- 
vision in Ukraine told Ukrainian 
News that the Ukrainian Consulate 
in Nice had identified Mykhaylo 
Bazelevskyy, 22, as one of the vic- 
tims of the attack. 

Bazelevskyy went missing in 
Nice shortly after a truck sped 
through a crowd during a Bastille 
Day celebration, killing more than 
80 people. 

He was one of five students and 
one faculty member from MacE- 
wan who was attending an innova- 
tion program at the European In- 
novation Academy, reported CBC 
News. 

The university confirmed Ba- 
zelevskyy’s whereabouts were un- 
known after the attack. 

University president David 
Atkinson told reporters that Ba- 
zelevskyy is a Ukrainian national 
who came to MacEwan as an 
international student and later got 
permanent resident status in Can- 
ada. 

He travelled on a Ukrainian 
passport, which may explain why 
no Canadians were listed among 
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Mykhaylo Bazelevskyy 


the victims in Nice, Atkinson said. 

Bazelevskyy was well known on 
campus, his peers said. 

Averil Jones met him in her first 
year at MacEwan, when the two 
trained together on the school’s 
cross-country team. 

"І know he was really involved 
with different activities around the 
school,” she told BCB News. “This 
past election for the students union, 
he ran for election in that, and I just 
always saw him around the school 
volunteering for just random 
things. 

“He is a really wonderful, won- 
derful person. Just very genuine, 
very kind hearted, very soft spoken. 
Just an all around golden-hearted 
person.” 


tli 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Опозиція погрожує масовими протестами, якщо 
влада не піде на зниження комунальних тарифів. 
Відповідну заяву зробила лідер «Батьківщини» 
Юлія Тимошенко. Експерти погоджуються, що 
невдоволення українців соціально-економічною 
ситуацією може вилитися в масові протести. Проте 
наразі влада ще спроможна перехопити в опозиції 
ініціативу і нейтралізувати загрозу. Для цього їй 
потрібно активізувати інформаційну політику, а 
головне - бути переконливішою, ніж опозиція, на- 
голошують експерти. 

Виступаючи з парламентської трибуни, Юлія 
Тимошенко заявила, що опозиція намагається бло- 
кувати роботу Верховної Ради з метою «посадити 
Порошенка, Гройсмана i всю владу в Україні, яка 
причетна до тарифів, за стіл переговорів». Метою 
таких перегорів має стати повернення до старої 
ціни на газ. Крім того, «Батьківщина» та Радикаль- 
на партія вимагають створити спеціальну слідчу 
комісію, яка б розібралася із принципами форму- 
вання тарифів. 

«Ми будемо блокувати! А якщо нас не почують, 
то треба буде вам почути народ біля Адміністрації 
президента, біля будинку уряду i Верховної Ради. 
Вас люди ненавидять!» - заявила Тимошенко. 

Улітку протестна активність в Україні, зазвичай, 
є низькою. Значно ймовірніше, що масові проте- 

520 сти можуть розпочатися ближче до середини осені, 

560 Olga Porylo, Edmonton, AB коли українці отримають платіжки за житлово- 
Nettie Kowal, Edmonton, AB Wasyl Wowk, Chilliwack, BC комунальні послуги з істотно більшими цінами. 

«Політики протестують проти підвищення 

тарифів. Але опалювальний сезон ще не почався. 

Відповідно, вони лише розігрівають суспільство», 

- вважає політичний експерт Євген Магда. 
Соціолог Ірина Бекешкіна каже, що протестні 
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Ми щиро дякуємо всім 
жертводавцям 
Ніна Бахмач, Радіо Свобода 

Процес . декомунізації | на Чернігівщині 
просувається повільно та з відчутним спротивом 
певних соціальних груп. Значна частина жителів 
регіону - пенсіонери, для яких символи радянської 
доби цінні як згадка про минуле. Вони готові би- 
тися з комунальниками, яких відряджають для де- 
монтажу радянських символів. 

Бабусі та дідусі, а іноді й молоді люди, часто- 
густо відкрито виступають проти реалізації в 
регіоні закону про декомунізацію. Нещодавно 
кілька десятків мешканців одного зі спальних 
районів Чернігова не дозволили комунальним 
службам вивезти з місцевого Меморіалу Слави 
два бронзові барельєфи, присвячені встановленню 
більшовицької влади в Україні. 

«Поставити пам'ятник - ніхто не знає як, а 
тільки рушити! І все рушимо, рушимо, рушимо! 
Тільки одне - вандалізм», - схвильовано говорить 
літня жінка із велосипедом. 

«Будь ласка, поставте пам'ятники на місце. Поки 
ви не поставите, ми нікуди на підемо», - просить 
маленька дівчинка, яка сидить у тата на плечах. 

«Моєму батькові 84 роки, Він сьогодні просто 
плакав», - розповідає жінка середнього віку. 

Зі сльозами та прокльонами кілька десятків 
чернігівців боронили від робітників комуналь- 
ного підприємства два барельєфи, присвячені 
Жовтневій революції 1917-го року та встанов- 
ленню радянської влади в Україні. Комунальники 
приїхали пізно увечері до Меморіалу Слави аби 
виконати Закон про декомунізацію. 

«Є закон прийнятий, є зобов'язання, які спущені 
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"БО: до нас їх знання, і їх виконуємо. Неви- 
чи Alberta KONTAKT - Sun at 11:30am до нас на їх BAKO! BBE 1, 1 ми їх викону мо ae 
- yj Ci ї xX 3¢ має с ас) nik 4 
De Marie Stech studio@kontakt.ca 416.410.1155 1800КОНТАКТ конання цих зобов'язань має певні наслідки. Ми 
7 виконавці», - говорить начальник комунального 
підприємства «Деснянське» Віктор Пригара. 
«КОМ ТАК Г.СА Барельєфи | - we лише частина цілого 


меморіального комплексу. Біля підніжжя Болди- 
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имошенко лякає 
Порошенка і 
ойсмана вулицею 


настрої українців залишаються на доволі ви- 
сокому рівні, тож восени не можна виключати 
сплеску вуличної активності. Утім, лише одного 
соціального невдоволення для того, аби протест 
став масовим, замало. 

«Для того, щоб виникли реальні протести, крім 
протестних настроїв, потрібні ще деякі чинники. 
По-перше, необхідна якась подія, яка сколихне 
людей. Свого часу це було побиття студентів - 
Революція гідності - чи фальсифікація результатів 
виборів - Помаранчева революція 2004 року. По- 
друге, треба мати тих, хто очолить ці протести. 
Але це ми вже маємо. По-третє, головне, потрібне 
розуміння, яким буде результат цих протестів», — 
резюмує соціолог. 

Чи вийдуть українці масово на вулиці, залежить 
не лише від їхнього невдоволення та закликів 
опозиції, а й від того, як діятиме влада, наскільки 
переконливо вона зуміє роз'яснити свою політику. 

«Треба все-таки пояснити людям, із чого скла- 
даються ці тарифи, звідки береться така ціна... Ба- 
гато залежить і від того, наскільки простим буде 
процес отримання субсидій. Взагалі, треба вести 
діалог із людьми», - зазначає Ірина Бекешкіна. 

За даними соціологічного дослідження, про- 
веденого у травні цього року Центром Разумко- 
ва спільно із фондом «Демократичні ініціативи», 
24,2% українців готові взяти участь у протестах. 
Минулого року цей показник становив лише 18%. 

Як зазначають експерти, зростання протестних 
настроїв необов'язково призводить до масових 
протестів. До того ж, зазвичай вони відбуваються 
насамперед із політичних, ане соціальних причин. 
Також експерти зазначають, що зростає не стільки 
рівень протестних настроїв, скільки готовність до 
радикальних дій. 


re 


Пристрасті за комуністичними символами 


них гір в історичному центрі Чернігова їх всьо- 
го п'ять. Кожен зображує певний етап розвитку 
країни. Радянській добі присвячено одразу два. 
Came ix i хотіли демонтувати комунальники. 

Представники патріотично налаштованих гро- 
мадських організацій Чернігова написали звернен- 
ня до міської ради з вимогою таки виконати закон 
про декомунізацію. З цим проханням активісти 
звернулися до міського голови під час чергової 
сесії міської ради. 

«Ми просимо, вимагаємо зняття цих барельєфів 
1 зберігання їх в музеї, передачу їх в музей, А 
на те місце - оголосити конкурс і зробити нові 
прославляють саме славетні 
говорить громадська 


барельєфи, які 
сторінки / України», — 
активістка Наталія Воскресенська, 

Тим часом міський голова Чернігова Владислав 
Атрошенко заявляє, що питання демонтажу ра- 
дянських пам'ятників слід вирішувати не за нор- 
мами законодавства, а шляхом переговорів. 

«Якщо ми зробимо це через обговорення, че- 
рез переконання, через подання якоїсь альтерна- 
тиви розумної, мені здається, що це буде класно 
для всіх сторін. Якщо ми зробимо це в силовому 
режимі - можна це робить тупо, «топорно», є за- 
кон - встав, зняв і так далі. Повірте мені, друзі, 
я до націоналістів звертаюсь - в такому форматі 
це, дійсно, буде схоже на те, як робили в свій час 
більшовики. І націоналізм, як рух - він втратить», 
- пояснює свою позицію Чернігівський міський 
голова. 

Аби вирішити 
зібрали засідання комісії з топоніміки, Гуди запроси- 


долю барельєфів врешті-решт 


ли учасників конфлікту та відомих в місті істориків. 
Після тривалого спілкування згоди таки дійшли. За- 
хисники барельєфів пообіцяли не заважати їхньому 
демонтажу, натомість вони отримали запевнення, 
що багатотонні бронзові символи радянської доби 
не продадуть як кольоровий метал. 
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Journalist Sheremet killed in Kyiv car blast 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Pavel Sheremet, an 
award-winning journalist whose 
reporting challenged the authorities 
in Belarus, Russia, and Ukraine 
over the past two decades, was 
killed on July 20 when the car he 
was driving was destroyed by a 
bomb in downtown Kyiv. 

Ukrainian Prosecutor-General 
Yuriy Lutsenko called Sheremet’s 
death a “murder,” saying the blast 
was caused by an “explosive de- 
vice” and that all evidence points 
to an assassination. Colleagues 
said they believed it was linked to 
his work. 

Belarusian-born Sheremet, 44, a 
journalist at news website Ukrayin- 
ska Pravda, was driving to the of- 
fices of Radio Vesti to do a regular 
morning show when the bomb went 
off at about 7:45 a.m., officials said. 
The Interior Ministry said the ex- 
plosives were planted underneath 
the car and the blast was set off by 
“possibly а remote-controlled or 
delayed-action” detonator. 

The explosion destroyed the red 
sedan Sheremet was driving, which 
was owned by his partner, Ukrayin- 
ska Pravda owner and founding 
editor Olena Prytula. The force of 
the blast was equivalent to some 
600 grams of TNT. 

The ministry said Sheremet’s 
killers had acted “skillfully.” | 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko said in televised comments 
that he believes the killing was car- 
ried out “with one aim in mind: 
to destabilize the situation in the 
country, possibly ahead of further 
events.” 

He said he has requested assist- 
ance from the U.S. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) in the mur- 
der investigation in order to ensure 
“maximum transparency.” 

Alyona Horbatko, a spokes- 
woman for the U.S. Embassy in 
Kyiv, confirmed to RFE/RL that 
the FBI would assist its Ukrainian 
counterparts in the case. 

At the scene, kiosk operator 
Lyubov Pereyenko said she had 
just opened her shop when a deaf- 
ening blast shook the ground. 

“The explosion was so powerful 
that it sent parts [of the car] flying 
into my kiosk,” she told RFE/RL. 

A barista at a mobile coffee truck 
said the blast thrust him backward 
and nearly knocked him to the 
ground and that it appeared Sher- 
emet was alive when onlookers 
pulled his mangled body from the 
scorched vehicle. 

“He took a breath. Maybe just 
one,” 
want to give his name. Sheremet’s 
body was smoking, he added, so 
bystanders poured water over his 
body. 

Pereyenko said it took first re- 
sponders five or 10 minutes to ar- 
rive at the scene. 

Sheremet’s death prompted an 
immediate outpouring of grief 
from journalists in Ukraine, where 
the grisly slaying of Ukrayinska 
Pravda’s founder 16 years ago has 
left a cloud over the media and pol- 
itical climate. 

“It’s terrible. We’re all very sad 
today,” Mustafa Nayyem, a mem- 
ber of parliament and former jour- 
nalist at Ukrayinska Pravda, told 


RFE/RL by phone from the site of 


the morning rush-hour explosion. 
Sheremet was also mourned by 
colleagues and friends from Bela- 
rus, Russia, and further afield. 
“Shocked by the murder of Pavel 
Sheremet,” Michael McFaul, a for- 
mer U.S. ambassador to Russia, 
said on Twitter. He called Sher- 


said the barista, who did not. 


emet “one of the best” journalists 
and said: “Pavel was such a decent 
man. So sad.” 

Global rights watchdogs Am- 
nesty International and Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) called Sher- 
emet’s killing a “reprehensible act 
that has sent a shockwave for free- 
dom of expression in Ukraine.” 


“We call for better protection of 


journalists in Ukraine that has a 
sad record of violence committed 
against media workers,” Denis Kri- 
уо5Пееу, Amnesty International’s 
deputy director for Europe and 
Central Asia, said in a statement. 

Poroshenko wrote on Facebook 
that he has ordered security offi- 
cials to “immediately investigate 
this crime,” adding that “the cul- 
prits must be punished.” 

He held a meeting with senior 
security officials and ordered se- 
curity to be provided to Prytula, 
the president’s spokesman said on 
Twitter. 

Sheremet’s killing will add 
to concerns about the future of 
Ukraine, which is struggling with 
economic hardship and a two- 
year-old-old conflict with Russia- 
backed separatists that has killed 
more than 9,400 people in the east- 
erm provinces of Donetsk and Lu- 
hansk. 

Sevhil Musayeva-Borovyk, the 
chief editor at Ukrayinska Pravda, 
told RFE/RL that she believes 
Sheremet’s killing was related to 
his work. Other colleagues at the 
website told RFE/RL that he re- 
cently had complained that he was 
being followed. 

Colleagues said they were not 
aware of a particular piece of re- 
porting that might have been a mo- 
tive to kill Sheremet. 

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova 
said Sheremet was respected as “a 
professional who was not afraid to 
tell different authorities at different 
times all that he thinks of them.” 

In a statement, the ministry said 
it was “shocked by the cynical kill- 
ing” and sought to portray him as 
a victim of Ukraine, whose pro- 
Western government is despised by 
the Kremlin. 

“In Russia, despite divergences 
in views, he was never threatened 
with physical violence for his pro- 
fessional activity,’ the ministry 
said in the statement. “Unfortu- 
nately, his move to Ukraine proved 
to be fatal for him.” 

Numerous high-profile journal- 
ists who irked authorities with their 
reporting have died in contract- 
style killings and suspicious сіт- 
cumstances in Russia, both under 
President Vladimir Putin and his 
predecessor, Boris Yeltsin. 

Bom in Minsk, the capital of 
Belarus, Sheremet had lived and 
worked in Kyiv during the last five 
years as a journalist for Ukrayinska 
Pravda and a presenter at Radio 
Vesti. He had previously worked 
for media in Belarus and Russia, 
where he faced pressure from au- 
thorities for his work. 

He had served as editor in chief 
of the popular independent weekly 
Belarus Business News as well as 
anchor and producer of Prospekt, 
a news analysis program on Bela- 
rusian state television that was 
banned by President Alyaksandr 
Lukashenka in 1995 —a year after 
the authoritarian leader’s election 
and a week before a referendum 
that expanded his powers. 

The following year, he became 
the Minsk bureau chief of the Rus- 
sia’s ORT television. 

Acrusader for human rights, free- 


dom of speech, and freedom of the 
press, Sheremet was arrested while 
shooting a report about smuggling 
across the Belarus-Lithuanian bor- 
der in 1997 and sentenced to two 
years in prison — a move widely 
viewed as politically motivated. 


Amnesty International declared 


him a prisoner of conscience and 
he was released after three months, 
when Yeltsin intervened. 

A critic of Lukashenka’s persis- 
tent crackdown on dissent, Sher- 
emet was passionate about the fate 
of people in who disappeared in 
Belarus in the late 1990s and were 
never found — including three op- 
ponents of Lukashenka as well as 
Sheremet’s cameraman, Dmitry 
Zavadsky. 

Sheremet was spokesman for 
the organization behind Charter 
97, a 1997 declaration that called 
for democracy and human rights in 
Belarus. 

Deliberately reflecting the Char- 
ter 77 human rights declaration in 
Czechoslovakia 20 years earlier, 
the Charter 97 declaration called 
for “devotion to the principles of 
independence, freedom and dem- 
ocracy, respect for human rights,” 
and “solidarity with everybody 
who stands for the elimination of 
the dictatorial regime and restora- 
tion of democracy in Belarus.” 

Under increasing pressure from 
Lukashenka’s government, Sher- 
emet moved te Moscow in 1998 
and became a leading investigative 
TV journalist. He produced several 
documentaries including Chechen 
Diary, Wild Hunt, and The Em- 
pire’s Last Year. 

Sheremet continued to face 
threats and harassment in Belarus, 
where he was badly beaten while 
covering an election in 2004. He 
was a founder of Belaruspartizan. 
org, a popular independent news 
website that features relentless 
criticism of Lukashenka’s govern- 
ment. 

In July 2014, after he had been 
living and working in Ukraine for 
several years, Sheremet resigned 
from the Russian channel formerly 
called ORT and now Channel One, 
saying that any journalist in Russia 
who dared to contradict the Krem- 
lin’s propaganda was “hounded.” 

Sheremet’s reporting earned him 
the International Press Freedom 
Award from the Committee to Pro- 
tect Journalists (CPJ) in 1998. 

When authorities in Belarus de- 
nied permission for Sheremet to 
travel to New York for the awards 
ceremony, the Committee to Pro- 
tect Journalists held а special 
award ceremony for him in Minsk. 

In 2002, the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Eur- 
ope (OSCE) awarded Sheremet its 
Prize for Journalism and Democ- 
racy in recognition of his human 
rights reporting in the Balkans and 
Afghanistan. 

That award hailed Sheremet’s ef- 
forts to promote “OSCE principles 
on human rights, democracy, and 
the unimpeded flow of informa- 
tion.” 

Relations between the media and 
government in Ukraine were poi- 
soned by the killing of Ukrayinska 
Pravda founder Heorhiy Gongadze, 
who went missing in September 
2000, and successive Ukrainian 
governments have been accused of 
restricting media freedoms. 

Gongadze’s headless body 
was found in the woods outside 
Kyiv that November, but was not 
buried until March of this year. 
Leonid Kuchma, president when 
Gongadze was killed, came under 


Pavel Sheremet 


suspicion and was charged with in- 
volvement in 2011, but the charges 
were later dropped. A former po- 
lice general was sentenced to life 
in prison in 2012 after being con- 


victed of strangling Gongadze to 
death. 

With reporting by RFE/RL’: Bela- 
rus Service, AP, Reuters, and TASS 
See also Page 14 
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More concrete action 


needed on Ukraine file 


While Prime Minister Justin Trudeau did publicly reaffirm Canada’s 
support for Ukraine, did rightfully lay the blame for the failure of the 
Minsk process upon Russia during his first official visit to Ukraine, and 
the signing of the landmark Canada-Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 
(CUFTA) will open new doors for economic cooperation between the 
two countries, several unsettling questions still remain. 

One is the cancellation of the provision of satellite images to Ukraine 
through the Radarstat program. While Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada 
Andriy Shevchenko did not appear overly concerned with this decision, 
which came from Foreign Affairs Minister Stéphane Dion, and slipped 
under the radar, so to speak, until Yahoo Canada posted the story citing a 
Global Affairs spokesperson on July 13, it nevertheless has some serious 
ramifications. According to Shevchenko, it was cancelled because the 
budget allocation for it ran out at the federal fiscal year end on March 31 ‘i 
2016. 

While we have learned from military sources that the image program 
was not as effective as it could have been, the Unifier Training Program 
definitely is, and is of mutual benefit to both Canada and Ukraine. As 
Shevchenko noted in an interview with this newspaper, he heard Can- 
adian officers tell Prime Minister Justin Trudeau that, as well as provid- 
ing Ukrainian officers with their expertise, they were also able to learn a 
lot of things from the Ukrainian officers themselves. 

While this program does not come up for review until March, 2017, 
we should note that this review date corresponds with the year end for 
this particular fiscal year. If the satellite program was cancelled simply 
because the budget allocation ran out at the end of the last fiscal year, 
the very real possibility exists that the same thing can happen for Project 
Unifier. That means that both the Ukrainian Canadian community and 
our friends and supporters in all three major parties have to be extremely 
vigilant in order to ensure such a development does not occur. 

Another puzzling question is why didn’t Defence Minister Harjit Saj- 
jan accompany Prime Minister Trudeau on his visit so that he could sign 
the Defence Cooperation Agreement with his Ukrainian counterpart? 
Apparently the final text has been approved by both parties so all that’s 
needed at this point is for both ministers to add their signatures. The 
official explanation is that following tthe NATO Summit in Warsaw, he 
travelled to Kuwait and Iraq to visit Canadian troops contributing to the 
Global Coalition to Counter ISIL. He also met with counterparts in the 

Kuwaiti, Iraqi and Kurdish governments. 

Now Ukraine’s Defence Minister will have to take a separate trip to 
Canada in order to sign this document which is of great importance to 
both countries. 

Other priorities for Ukraine cited by Ambassador Shevchenko include 
getting Ukraine on the Automated Firearms Country Control List, which 
will allow defence sector companies both to trade with Ukraine and 
manufacture goods in that country, and furthering NATO cooperation in 
the Black Sea. 

From many aspects the Trudeau visit to Ukraine was quite successful. 
He made all the necessary statements, visited all the mandatory symbolic 
memorials, demonstrated his support for Canada’s Armed Forces there 

and generally charmed the populace, as demonstrated by the great de- 
mand for selfies requested of him. 

But much remains to be done on a substantive basis and we trust that 
the government will expand upon the success of Trudeau’s first official 
visit by taking concrete action on the key priority items. 
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Ukraine is 


By Alexander J. Motyl 

(Ukraine’s Orange Blues)—Many Ukrainians are 
persuaded that their language is dying out. Many 
Russians and Russian speakers believe Ukrainian 
is incapable of serving as a means of sophisticated 
communication among educated urban dwellers. 

Both are wrong. In fact, the Ukrainian language may 
be doing far better than its supporters and detractors 
suspect. 

Forget the statistics, which are useful but cannot 
capture what is really taking place on the ground. 
Instead, take a look at the remarkable growth of the YE 
chain of bookstores in Ukraine. 

YE — written Є in Ukrainian — means “it is” 

or “there is,” a boldly self-assertive claim that the 
Ukrainian language, despite the insistence of Russian 
chauvinists since tsarist times that “it never was, is not, 
or will be,” in fact IS. 
YE is unique in that it specializes in Ukrainian- 
language books. A few shelves might offer some 
Russian- and English-language products, but easily 
95 percent of all the books YE sells are in Ukrainian. 
In most of Ukraine’s bookstores, the proportion is 
likely to be tilted in favor of Russian-language books, 
sometimes overwhelmingly so. 

For years, detractors of Ukrainian argued that 
bookstores were acting rationally, on the grounds that 
there was no demand for Ukrainian-language books. 
Indeed, how could there be demand for a peasant 
tongue and dialect of Russian? YE, the brainchild 
of Ukrainian journalist Yuri Makarov and Austria’s 
ECEM Media GmBH, decisively proved them wrong. 
(ECEM also publishes the thriving Ukrainian- and 
English-language weekly, Ukrainian Week.) 

YE’s first bookstore opened on December 21, 2007 
in Kyiv, behind the Opera House. Today, just 8 
years later, YE boasts 20 bookstores: seven in Kyiv, 
two apiece in Lviv, Kharkiv, and Dnipro (the former 
Dnipropetrovsk), and one apiece in Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Vinnytsia, Ternopil, Volodymyr-Volynsky, Rivne, 
Lutsk, and Khmelnytsky. 

The geographic distribution is significant. Seven 
stores are located in western Ukraine (Lviv, Ivano- 


Trade deal 


winning on 


the linguistic battle front 


Frankivsk, Ternopil, Volodymyr-Volynsky, Rivne, 
Lutsk), where one expects demand for Ukrainian- 
language product to be highest. But nine are in central 
Ukraine (Kyiv city, Vinnytsia, Khmelnytsky). And 
— most impressive — four are in eastern Ukraine 
(Kharkiv, Dnipro), where, according to legend, no 
one cares to use Ukrainian. The seven in capital city 
Kyiv are also striking, as the language one hears on its 
streets 1s overwhelmingly Russian. 

Clearly, Ukrainian-language books sell and. can 
sell. Moreover, they sell even during times of extreme 
economic distress: YE opened several bookstores in 
the last two years, at just the time that Ukraine’s GDP 
was contracting by about a fifth. 

The message should be obvious: Ukrainians very 
much want to read books in their own language. 
Unsurprisingly, a large, and growing, number of 
publishers have emerged in recent years to meet that 
demand. 

The implications of YE’s success are clear. For 
starters, Ukrainians want the Ukrainian language and 
demand for Ukrainian-language products is high, 
perhaps even being what economists call “inelastic,” 
remaining high despite rising costs and growing 
economic distress. Moreover, although demand 
is higher in the west, it’s highest in Kyiv and quite 
respectable in the east. 

But the most important implication is this: If 
Ukrainians want Ukrainian-language books, is it 
plausible to think that they do not want Ukrainian- 
language newspapers, magazines, radio, television, 
and film? 

YE’s success proves that Ukraine is, despite the 
indifference of its ruling elites, the hostility of Russian 
nationalists, and the opposition of Russia, experiencing 
a grassroots, creeping Ukrainization. That’s the most 
effective kind of linguistic change: from below. It takes 
time, and it annoys linguistic purists and radicals, but its 
major advantage is that it sticks. 

And creeping Ukrainization heralds Vladimir 
Putin’s worst nightmare: Ukraine’s eventual separation 
from Russia, not just politically and economically, 
both also linguistically and culturally. 


builds on 


Conservative support for Ukraine 


Dear Editor, 

On July 11th, the Liberal government held a cere- 
monial signing of the Canada—Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA). 

My Conservative colleagues and I are proud to 
support the CUFTA, which was successfully negoti- 
ated and concluded last summer by the previous Con- 
servative government. This agreement will continue 
to strengthen our two countries’ partnership in peace 
and prosperity. And as total bilateral merchandise trade 
averaged almost $300 million in 2011-2015, this deal 
is expected to expand it by 19% — creating countless 
jobs and opportunities in both economies. 

Of course, this deal only adds to a long list of support 
for Ukraine by the previous Conservative government. 

The Conservative government was one of the first 
voices on the international stage to offer explicit sup- 
port for the Ukrainian people in their struggle to restore 
democracy, freedom and the rule of law. We deployed 


Letters to the Editor 


Canadian Armed Forces personnel and equipment to 
aid in training, as well as physical and medical pro- 
tection, for Ukrainian forces on the front lines fight- 
ing the insurgency. Of course, Canada has.also been 
an active participant of Operation Reassurance since 
early 2014, in response to Russian aggression in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Stephen Harper was 
the first G7 leader to visit Ukraine following the onset 
of the crisis, and travelled to the country four times 
between 2013 and 2015. 

Conservatives have long supported Ukraine, and 
we'll continue to stand by its people. 

Sincerely, 
James Bezan, MP 
Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman 


Brotherhood’s contribution 


to Volunteer 


Dear Editor, 

Thank You for the article “Fund provides aid to 
wounded volunteers” which appeared in the July 7-20, 
2016 issue of Ukrainian News. 

There has been much positive reaction to your arti- 
cle. I have received over 30 phone calls asking for 
more information. However, I inadvertently neglected 
to mention the contribution of the Ukrainian Catholic 


Fund noted 


Brotherhood of Canada and its President, Orest Boy- 
chuk, which donated 


$5000 to Wounded Volunteers Fund, as well the Liv- 


ing Stone church which donated $5000. These funds 
form a substantial portion of the money raised to date. 


Thank You for your ongoing support of the Wound- 


ed Volunteers Fund. 


Olesia Matskiv, Red Deer 
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Is Ukraine really winning the 
‘information war’ with Russia? 


By Taras Kuzio, Kyiv Post, July 18, 2016 

In a recent interview, Verkhoyna Rada Speaker An- 
driy Paraubiy said the European Union decision to ex- 
tend sanctions against Russia for its aggression against 
Ukraine is a sign that Ukraine is winning the informa- 
tion war against Russia. 

Parubiy is wrong and here are five reasons why. 

The first is that it is unclear why Ukraine should take 
credit for a decision of the EU, which made this deci- 
sion after discussions among its 28 members and in con- 
sultation with the US and Canada. Ukrainian diplomats, 
ambassadors and President Petro Poroshenko may have 
lobbied the EU to support the continuation of sanctions 
but ultimately it was a decision made by EU members. 

Further, Ukraine should not be complacent about 
the EU’s continued willingness to support sanctions. 
Greece, Italy and Hungary do not support the sanctions 
as do not nationalist populist parties that are becoming 
increasingly popular throughout Europe. 

Germany is the key country on sanctions and Chan- 
cellor Angela Merkel is central to their continuation. If 
the more Russophile social democrats come to power 
Germany’s position will change and this will negative- 
ly affect the EU’s position. 

The second factor is that Parubiy’s claim ignores the 
fact that Russia is “losing” and Ukraine is “winning” 
only because the majority of Western politicians and 
publics hold a negative view of Vladimir Putin and 
Russian policies, which has nothing to do with Ukrain- 
jan actions in the “information war.” 

Russia is today viewed as an aggressor and a revanchist 
country not because of official Kyiv’s information policy 
but because the German-speaking Putin misjudged Ger- 
many’s reaction to his annexation of the Crimea and the 
impact of Russia’s shooting down of MH17. 

As Viktor Yanukovych found in Washington D.C., 
spending millions of dollars cannot sell a product if the 
product is beyond its sell by date. Despite billions of 
dollars spent by Russia on the “information war,” only 
China, Vietnam and Ghana viewed Russia favorably. 

Ukrainian private initiatives (e.g. Stop Fake, Infor- 
mation Napalm, etc.,) have contributed more success 
in Ukraine’s “information war” than the puny efforts 
of Poroshenko, Prime Minister Volodymyr Hroysman 
and Parubiy. 

The third factor is that there is no evidence of a 
“Ukrainian information war” compared to the billions 
of dollars spent by Russia on its propaganda machine 
(Russia Today, Sputnik, etc.,). 

Until it closed down this year, there was Ukraine To- 
day but it was funded by oligarch Thor Kolomoisky, 
which was a worthy attempt to counter Russian propa- 
ganda, although mimicking the same name for the tele- 
vision channel as Russia Today was rather pathetic. 
Kolomoisky also funded the world’s only Jewish 24 
news channel (JN1) which also closed down last year. 
Both of these could have received government funding 


the international media and lobbying is because the 
English language is still not widely spoken among 
Ukrainian political and business elites. Few Ukrain- 
ian political leaders publish commentaries in West- 
ern newspapers, with the exception of Viktor Yush- 
chenko, Viktor Yanukovych, Yulia Tymoshenko and 
Poroshenko. Arseniy Yatsenyuk, although an English 
speaker, was as uninterested in courting English-lan- 
guage public opinion as he was Ukrainian. 

In the West, academics and think tank experts write 
the majority of newspaper and magazine commentar- 
ies. But, this is not the case for Ukraine because most 
Ukrainian experts in politics and international rela- 
tions don’t know the English language and their uni- 
versities do not have the funds to subscribe to Western 
publications. 

Ican therefore literally count on one hand the names 
of Ukrainian experts who regularly write in Western 
publications; for example, although the Razumkov 
Centre is Kyiv’s leading think tank, its experts never 
publish in Western publications. 

Fifthly, unlike Russia, Ukraine does not seek to lob- 
by and pay important and influential Western public 
opinion makers. 

In doing this work, Russia is drawing upon decades 
of Soviet experience in recruiting and influencing 
Westerners sympathetic to Moscow. 

Extreme left-wing politicians, political experts and 
academics (Great Britain’s Labour Party leader Jer- 
emy Corbyn, Richard Sakwa, Stephen Cohen, etc.,) 
are active in print and on television and radio, раг- 
roting the Putin line on Ukraine. Right-wing “realists” 
(e.g. Henry Kissinger, John Mearsheimer, etc.,) write 
from a different angle but nevertheless also consign 
Ukraine to Russia’s sphere of influence. 

The American, Canadian and British Ukrainian di- 
aspora has never been asked by Ukrainian political 
leaders to cooperate in the “information war” with 
Russia. Articles and interviews on television and radio 
by members of the Ukrainian diaspora have been 
undertaken at their own initiative. 

In 2014-2015, I did 300 print and electronic inter- 
views for media outlets from throughout the world 
and during that time was never approached on а single 
occasion by Ukrainian politician leaders, government 
officials or diplomats. 

I have three proposals to make to launch Ukraine’s 
“information war.” 

The first is for parliament to make English an offi- 
cial language. English, the dominant international lan- 
guage, should become compulsory in education and 
for all state officials. Knowledge of English will free 
Ukrainians from the psychological domination of the 
Russian World. 

The second is to reach out to the Ukrainian dias- 
pora in a new strategy to counter Russian propaganda. 
Although there are millions of Ukrainians in North 


People walk past a mural on a restaurant wall depicting presidential 
hopeful Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin greeting 
each other with a kiss in the Lithuanian capital Vilnius on May 13, 2016. 


The real winner at 
the GOP convention 
is Vladimir Putin 


By Akbar Shahid Ahmed, 
Foreign Affairs Reporter, The Huffington Post 


And Ryan Grim, Washington bureau chief for The Huffington Post 


While the nation has obsessed over Melania Trump’s plagiarism and 
other oddities during the Republican National Convention, events much 


wilder — and more telling about the substance of a potential Trump 


presidency — have been going down largely unnoticed. 


Team Trump has proved that they now have such a tight grip on the 
Republican Party that they can force the entire institution to adopt their 
‘view of one of America’s chief foreign policy concerns: how to handle 


Russia’s paranoid, populist autocrat and his efforts to assert himself 


abroad. 


On Monday, the same day the Washington Post revealed that the 
Trump campaign had gutted an anti-Russian provision in the GOP plat- 
form, the stage was turned over in prime time to a retired general who 
has quite literally been on the payroll of Moscow. Added to a dizzying 
array of past Trump-world connections to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, the events solidified the notion that Putin and the current іпсагпа- 


tion of the GOP have never been closer. 


A New York Times interview with Trump published Wednesday of- 
fered further proof. It showcased that the Republican nominee holds 
views on the world that sound straight out of the Russian leader’s mouth 
and is reluctant to honor U.S. commitments to nations Putin regularly 


threatens. 


In the face of near-universal wariness of Putin among foreign policy 
experts on both sides of the aisle, Donald Trump continued in the inter- 
view to speak of the former KGB agent as an effective leader with whom 


he would get along. 


It’s not hard to explain the worldview he seems to espouse, based on 


the interview and previous statements. 


Who’s to blame for the tensions between Putin and the West? Weak 


Europeans, for failing to deal with their continent’s problems, and 
President Barack Obama, for failing to make Putin respect him. Add in, 
of course, anyone who has a problem with Putin’s persistent support for 
the dictator of Syria, a man Trump sees as an «А7-ртаде leader despite 


and contributed to Ukraine’s “information war.” 
The Ukrainian Ministry of Information Policy, es- 
tablished in December 2014 under Yuriy Stets, was 


America many of who have skills in the media, lobby- 
ing, PR, government communications and propaganda 
they have not been approached by Poroshenko or 


met with derision by Ukrainian independent journal- 
ists. Its budget remains small and by 2015 had only 
29 employees compared to 2,000 for Russia Today. 
Ukraine’s ministry is seeking to launch a new English- 


Hroysman. Undoubtedly, many political technologists 
in Ukraine (the majority of who do not speak English) 
would see this as a threat to their lucrative lifestyles 
and seek to undermine such a move. 


his responsibility for the rise of the Islamic State group and the ongoing 
refugee crisis, and others who dispute Putin’s cleverly twisted depiction 


of American foreign policy. 


To Trump and his collection of fans who back authoritarian leader- 
ship, “traditional” society and publicity stunts, Putin’s moves to punish 
LGBT people for the sake of orthodox family values, winks to his coun- 
try’s racists and publicly staged paeans to masculinity make him a hero. 

So it wasn’t entirely surprising to hear from the Post that Trump lieu- 
tenants stopped the GOP platform from expressing support for arming 
Ukraine — even after Putin’s 2014 invasion of the country sparked an 
ongoing conflict that’s claimed thousands of lives and left millions of 
Eastern Europeans scared that their nations would be next. 

It was simply proof of how far the presumptive nominee and his team 
will go to stay on Moscow’s good side. 

Thwarting the GOP activist who offered the amendment, Trump dep- 
uties successfully killed an endorsement of “providing lethal defensive 
weapons” to Ukraine and swapped in a vague reference to “appropriate 
assistance.” 

Poroshenko resembles his mentor President Leonid Obama has also so far refused to provide lethal support to Ukraine. 
Kuchma in that they both mimic the rhetoric of Ukraine | And many Americans have shown this election cycle that they would 
seeking European integration while doing very little 10 | prefer to be less militarily involved around the world. But the position is 
help Ukrainians to psychologically break away from the | іп stark contrast to the consensus view of the GOP foreign policy elite. 
Russian World. Poroshenko and Kuchma feel more com- It’s tempting to chalk the reversal up to the popularity of Trump’s 
fortable with one leg in Eurasia and another in Europe | pseudo-isolationist foreign policy rhetoric. Trump has exposed that the 
because they prefer to continue operating in a Byzantine | Republican party’s rank-and-file members are much less interventionist 
manner by undertaking opaque deals in backrooms from | than previously thought. While keen to bomb, torture or take other vio- 
which they personally gain. lent steps that have little chance of claiming American lives, they don’t 

Poroshenko and Parubiy both have no understand- | want to invade or occupy — the lessons and losses of Iraq are too fresh. 
ing of the outside world where the “information war" Many Republican voters appear to resemble far-right Europeans, with 
with Russia is being waged and where any victories | their hatred of globalization and immigrants, more than they do the trade 
are a product of Putin’s mistakes rather than Ukrainian | enthusiasts or fiscal hawks who represent the GOP in Congress. The 
SUCCESSES: leaders of many such European parties have cultivated deep ties with 
Taras Kuzio is a senior research fellow at the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta. Cont. on Р. 11 


language television channel and has begun recruiting 
foreign journalists. My nephew, Stefan Jajecznyk, was 
approached with an offer to work there for the monthly 
salary of $1,000, which is a very low amount that will 
not attract Western English-speaking professionals. 

Clearly, Poroshenko’s, Stech’s and Parubiy’s “infor- 
mation war” is mimicking Russia in seeking to show they 
are doing something — rather than nothing — but it can- 
not be called a major rebuff to Russian propaganda. 

The fourth factor is that Ukraine has always had a 
passive propaganda, PR and lobbying effort and noth- 
ing has changed despite the biggest crisis in Europe 
since World War II taking place in 2014. As a senior 
member of the presidential administration confided 
to me, they continually request that Ukrainian diplo- 
matic representations abroad work in these three fields 
(propaganda, PR and lobbying) but with little success. 

I did not notice any major propaganda activities by 
the Ukrainian Embassy in the Netherlands prior to 
the April referendum on the EU-Ukraine association 
agreement. When I worked in Washington D.C., one of 
four key strategic Western capital cities (together with 
London, Brussels and Berlin)m I never noticed any PR 
and lobbying activities by the Ukrainian Embassy. 

Instead, Ukrainian presidents, governments and pol- 
itical parties have wasted millions of dollars in pay- 
ing US political consultants who do not bring major 
benefits (see my extensive survey of two decades of 
Ukrainian lobbying in Washington D.C. here. 

A major reason why Ukraine is largely absent from 


The third is to adopt a strategy to integrate the 
Ukrainian academic community into the Western 
scholarly community of ideas. Currently, the situation 
is abysmal in the field of Ukrainian politics and Serhiy 
Kudelia has persuasively written that there is no such 
thing as “political science” in Ukraine. In the 1990s, 
Ukraine published Politychna Dumka, Politolohichne 
Chytannya and others but today there are no political 
science journals published in the country; one new ex- 
ception is the online Kyiv Mohyla Law and Politics. 

Eastern European countries publish political sci- 
ence and international relations journals in their own 
language and in English that reach a wide internation- 
al audience. 
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Prime Minister Trudeau is welcomed to Kyiv by President Poroshenko 
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CUFTA signed while 


PHOTO — PMO 


Prime Minister Trudeau visits the Holodomor Commemoration Museum in Kyiv. 


20th Annual 


Trudeau 


reasserts 


Canada’s support 


Cont. from P. 1 
its complement to the 700-strong 
OSCE mission from 25 to 50. 

Addressing the CAF personnel, 
Trudeau stated: “The reason we’re 
here supporting Ukraine is not just 
because Ukraine is a good friend 
to Canada and the Ukrainian 
people are good friends to us. It’s 
because the values, the principles 
that they’re fighting for are the 
values and principles that we stand 
for and that we fight for.” 

The Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA) was signed by 
Canada’s International Trade Minis- 
ter, Chrystia Freeland, and Ukraine’s 
First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Economic Development 
and Trade, Stepan Kubiv, and was 
witnessed by Trudeau, Ukraine’s 
President Petro Poroshenko and 
Prime Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Volodymyr Hroysman. 

“The Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement represents a significant 
milestone in the relationship be- 
tween Canada and Ukraine. It will 
bolster our economies, spur innova- 
tion, and lead to long term benefits 
for the middle class and those work- 
ing hard to join it,” said Trudeau. 

“Canada and Ukraine know 
that trade is essential to jobs and 
growth. By improving market ac- 
cess and creating more predictable 
conditions for trade, the Canada- 
Ukraine Free Trade Agreement 
will generate new opportunities for 
Canadians and Ukrainians alike,” 
echoed Freeland. 

At a media teleconference from 
the United Kingdom, July 15, she 
noted that the aim of CUFTA was 
to support Ukraine’s economy 
which she identified as a critical 
battlefield in the current struggle 
with Russia. 

“It was a particular honor for me 
to sign that agreement in the pres- 
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ence of Prime Minister Trudeau,” 
added Freeland, who identified her- 
self as “a very committed Ukrain- 
ian Canadian”. 

“This agreement provides an op- 
portunity for Ukraine to become 
a gateway into the European mar- 
ket for Canadian businesses,” said 
Etobicoke-Centre MP and Chair 
of the Canada-Ukraine  Parlia- 
mentary Friendship Group Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, who accompanied 
Trudeau and Freeland on the trip. 

750 it’s not just an opportunity 
for big corporate entities to enter 
the Ukrainian market and also the 
European market as well as being 
a tremendous opportunity for small 
and medium size Canadian busi- 
nesses to invest in the Ukrainian 
market and the reverse is true be- 
cause we have the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
and it provides the opportunity for 
small and medium size businesses 
to find export opportunities in Can- 
ada but also for bigger Ukrainian 
entities like Antonov and maybe 
the aerospace industry in general to 
access the broader North American 
market,“ he added. 

The average annual bilateral 
trade between the two countries 
(2011-14) was $347 million. 

In 2015, bilateral trade between 
Canada and Ukraine increased by 
13.9 per cent over 2014, totalling 
almost $278 million. Canada’s ex- 
ports to Ukraine totalled over $210 
million in 2015. Examples of prod- 
ucts imported by Ukraine include 
pharmaceuticals, fish and seafood, 
and coking coal. 

Canada’s merchandise imports 
from Ukraine totalled more than 
$67 million in 2015. Major imports 
included fertilizers, iron and steel, 
and anthracite coal. 

The CUFTA is an important op- 
portunity to significantly increase 
this trade, to the benefit of the econ- 
omies of both Canada and Ukraine. 
The agreement includes the phase- 
out of tariffs to create a duty-free 
environment. It includes the elimina- 
tion of tariff and non-tariff barriers; 
protection of intellectual property; 
environmental and labour standards; 
and provides enhanced market ac- 
cess for goods and services. 

“I congratulate Canada and 
Ukraine on the signature of this his- 
toric deal, a win-win for both our 
countries,” stated Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress National President 
Paul Grod, who led a delegation 
of Ukrainian Canadian commun- 
ity leaders accompanying Trudeau 
during his. “This deal will open up 
5 investment 


significant trade and 


opportunities between Canada and 


Ukraine, and provide stimulus for 
г important economic re- 
forms in Ukraine.” 
Joining Grod in the UCC Dele- 
Renata Roman (UCC 
National Vice-President); Zenon 
Potichnyj (President, Canada- 
Ukrain =(¢ hamber of Commerce); 
Olena Koszarny (Chair, UCC 
Ukraine Advisory Council); Jaro- 
law Balan (Chair, UCC Canada 


Ukraine Committee); Marc Shwec 
(Chair, Euromaidan Canada); Alex- 
andra Chyczij (Ukrainian Can- 
adian Bar Association); Cassian 
Soltykevych (President, Ukrainian 
Canadian Students Union); Ger- 
ald Luciuk (Chair, Saskatchewan- 
Ukraine Advisory Committee); Ok- 
sana Bondarchuk (President, UCC 
Cont. on P. 9 
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President Poroshenko presents Prime Minister Trudeau with a gift 


CUFTA signed while Trudeau 
reasserts Canada’s support for Ukraine 
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Manitoba Provincial Council), and 
Orest Gawdyda (President, UCC 
Regina). 

On July 11, Trudeau, accompan- 
ied by Freeland, Wrzesnewskyj 
and the UCC delegation visited the 
Babyn Yar Monument, the Park of 
Eternal Glory and the Holodomor 
Monument and Holodomor Com- 
memoration Museum in Куту. 

Trudeau was then officially wel- 
comed by Poroshenko, with whom 
he held a bilateral meeting and press 
conference. This was followed by 
the CUFTA signing ceremony. 

“My first official visit to Ukraine 
has confirmed to me that Canada 
and Ukraine not only share deep 
historical ties, but that we are 
united in our desire for a better fu- 
ture. This free trade agreement, and 
indeed everything we have accom- 
plished during this visit, will allow 
Canadians and Ukrainians to pros- 
per together,” said Trudeau. 

Following his meeting with 
Prime Minister Trudeau, President 
Poroshenko stated, “Canada is not 
just a special partner, but also a true 
friend that will not leave Ukraine in 
a difficult situation.” 

Prime Minister Trudeau also 
visited the Maidan, where he laid 
flowers honouring the Heavenly 
Hundred (Небесна Сотня), and 
led a roundtable discussion with 
Ukrainian civil society and reform 
leaders. 

During his visit, Prime Minister 
Trudeau announced that Canada 
would: 

¢ Provide $13 million in hu- 
manitarian assistance to support 
the humanitarian needs of the con- 
flict-affected population in eastern 
Ukraine; 

« Deploy additional Canadian 
monitors to the OSCE Special 
Monitoring Mission in Ukraine; 

¢ Deploy additional Canadian 
police to Ukraine, focusing on 
training and institutional develop- 
ment, to consolidate and support 
the next phases of Ukvaine’s police 
reform. 

“Prime Minister Trudeau’s visit 
to Ukraine opens a new chapter in 
Canada Ukraine relations, rooted 
in a historically special relation- 
ship based on cultural; political and 
people to people connections. Look- 
ing forward, this bond will grow 
even stronger with mutually bene- 
ficial economic relations,” stated 
UCC National President Grod. “This 


visit is particularly timely as it under- 
scores Canada’s unwavering support 
for Ukraine’s sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity at a time when the 
people of Ukraine are bravely de- 
fending their country against Rus- 
sia’s invasion and ongoing military 
aggression. Our visit reconfirms that 
Ukraine will always be able to count 
on the people and government of 
Canada.” 

Reflecting on the visit, SUSK 
President Cassian Soltykevych 
stated, “Ukraine can certainly 
rely on Canadian support going 
forward. This first trip to Ukraine 
for Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
emphasizes the support of the Can- 
adian Government for Ukraine. 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity and 
sovereignty are a priority for Can- 
ada while the people of Ukraine 
are defending their country against 
Russia’s ongoing military aggres- 
sion, invasion, and illegal occupa- 
tion of Crimea.” 
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"Як прокремлівські 
ЗМІ коментували 
Brexit та запускали 
вигадки про НАТО 


(Радіо Свобода) -Як прокремлівські видання коментували резуль- 
тати референдуму у Великобританії, та що «нового» можна дізнатись 
про НАТО? А також, «сатанинські обряди» для європейських лідерів 
і любов фронтмену гурту Rammstein до Путіна. Про це все - в огляді 
прокремлівської дезінформації, підготовленому журналістами EEAS 
East StratCom Task Force. 

Референдум у Великобританії став основною подією, яку 
висвітлювали прокремлівськими ЗМІ минулого тижня, йдеться в ак- 
туальному огляді дезінформації, підготовленому EEAS East StratCom 
Task Force. Журналісти зазначають, що прокремлівські коментатори 
в основному вітали результати голосування, а видання, що поширю- 
ють дезінформацію, використали шанс висловити свою власну думку 
щодо «загибелі» усього проекту «Європейський союз». 

«Загальний тон був заданий головним прокремлівським ведучим 
Дмітрієм Кісєльовим у його програмі «Вести недели». За словами 
Кісєльова, вся Європа тепер живе у страху, тому що «розпуск ЄС» 
є фактом. Він також заявив, що англійці проголосували за вихід, не- 
зважаючи на людську жертву Джо Кокс, повторюючи таким чином 
неприємні теорії змови про вбивство лейбористського депутата», — 
пишуть в огляді. 

Проаналізувавши програму Кісєльова, журналісти EEAS East 
StratCom Task Force повідомили, шо ведучий спотворив відео з прес- 
конференції президента Єврокомісії Жана-Клода Юнкера, ствер- 
джуючи, що Юнкер тікав від журналістів, щоб уникнути питання 
про те, чи означає Вгехії початок кінця ЄС. Насправді, президент 
Європейської комісії відповів дуже чітко, хоча і коротко, це можна 
побачити на відео, а в шоу Кісєльова відповідь була проїгнорована. 

В огляді навели приклади історій прокремлівських ЗМІ, створе- 
них, щоб «підігнати» усе під розповідь про розпад Європи. Серед 
них такі: Brexit вказує на те, що 500 мільйонів європейських гро- 
мадян сказали «ні» Сполученим Штатам Європи; Брюссель планує 
замінити Великобританію Туреччиною в Європейському союзі; май- 
же половина австрійського електорату воліли б залишити ЄС. 

З цього ж приводу вийшов матеріал англійською мовою, в якому 
стверджували, що Франція i Німеччина планують знищити держави- 
члени і створити натомість наддержаву. Як пишуть в огляді, у цій 
публікації спотворили зміст офіційного документа, підписаного 
міністрами закордонних справ Франції 1 Німеччини, та заявили, що 
країни втратять своє право мати власну армію, правову систему, си- 
стему податків або центральні банки. Цю ж дезінформацію пізніше 
передрукували й іншими мовами. 

Із наближенням саміту НАТО, що відбувся у Варшаві, наро- 
став тренд дезінформації про Північноатлантичний альянс, що 
зберігається й досі. Журналісти EEAS East StratCom Task Force 
проаналізували матеріал англомовного прокремлівського видання 
Russia Insider про створення Альянсом «уявних загроз» 1 брязкання 
зброєю, метою яких є «захист» від примарних загроз. Цю ж статтю 

поширили й кількома іншими мовами. В ній не згадували про такі 
реальні загрози, як регулярні порушення кордонів i повітряного 
простору в країнах Балтії, моделювання нападу на лінкор США, ви- 
крадення громадянина Естонії Кохвер зі своєї країни, кібератак та 
інших гібридних атак, а також загрозу ядерних або інших атак проти 
держав-членів ЄС. 

«Прокремлівські видання на багатьох мовах навіть намагалися 
переконати своїх читачів, що нова будівля штаб-квартири НАТО нат- 
хненна нацистськими символами. Відповідно до цього мисленням, 
грузинське видання заявило, що це добре відомо, що НАТО має фа- 
шистське коріння», - йдеться в огляді. 

«Пам'ятаєте відкриття найдовшого залізничного у світі тунелю 
в Швейцарії? Ну, це була не просто звичайна церемонія відкриття. 
Насправді, це був величезний сатанинський ритуал, організований 
для лідерів Європи. Ніхто не помітив, цю тривожну обставину, поки 
грузинське прокремлівське видання Asaval-Dasavali не виявило її ми- 
нулого тижня», — пишуть автори огляду дезінформації. 

«Окрім того, що європейські лідери беруть участь у сатанинсь- 
ких ритуалах, вони ще й вороги конкретних елементів деяких 
європейських MOB. Так, наприклад чеський lajkit.cz сайт повідомляє, 
що ЄС хоче заборонити літеру «В» із чеського алфавіту. Насправді, 
lajkit.ez передрукував шматок «новини» з веб-сайту, що публікує 
пародії - мабуть, не знаючи, що це пародія». 

Також у звіті згадують і про вже відомий читачам Радіо Свобода 
фейк за участю лідера гурту Rammstein, який спростував, що хвалив 
Путіна і одягав футболку з його портретом. 

«Беручи до уваги, що ЄС - це зло на декількох рівнях, є одне чу- 
дове місце у світі, хоча воно стало жертвою зловмисного Заходу. 
«Володимир Путін є сильним лідером, а Росія піддається неспра- 
ведливим політичним нападам з боку Заходу», - нібито сказав Тілль 
Ліндеманн, вокаліст і фронтмен німецької групи Rammstein. Для того, 
щоб показати захоплення президентом Росії, Ліндеманн також носив 
футболку з портретом Путіна. Ця новина існує тільки у реальності 
прокремлівських видань», - зазначають в огляді дезінформації. 
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Волинська трагедія: 
винні обидві сторони 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Щороку залишається менше свідків жахливої 
Волинської трагедії - як серед українців, так і 
поляків - тих, хто пам'ятав біль і страждання, хто 
зумів пробачити. 13 років тому, у 2003-му, Радіо 
Свобода записало свідчення українців у Володимир- 
Волинському районі Волинської області, де до кри- 
вавих подій 1943 року мирно жили поруч українці і 
поляки. Декого з очевидців уже немає серед живих. 
Нині відповіді шукають історики. 

Про Капітульку сьогодні нагадує хрест посеред 
лісу. А у 1943-му тут було село. Його повністю 
спалили поляки. Саме сюди втікали з Охнівки 
рідні Марії Калиш. 

«Почали поляки їздити по Охнівці. Ми вже ба- 
чимо, то давай втікати. Втекли на Капітульщину, 
а там усі вірні зібрались і кажуть: «Ми нікого 
не били і нас не будуть». А це була неправда. 
Приїхали поляки о 9-й годині, хто що мав у ру- 
ках. Вивели тата i Романюка, почав поляк Леван- 
довський стріляти. Застрелив тата, тато впав, а він 
на коні був, зліз із коня і давай чоботи здирати, 
здер чоботи, Романюка теж застрелив. Прийшли 
до хати і каже, вносьте їх до хати. Вони почали 
стріляти по всіх», - пригадує Марія Калиш. Її і ще 
трьох осіб, які вижили, підібрали упівці. 

«Поляки оточили нашу хату повністю верхови- 
ми 1 каже поляк до нас: «Роздягайтесь». Бабуня 
попросила про молитву. Дозволив. Ми впали на 
коліна і молились. А потім знову: роздягайтесь — 
і почались постріли, крик, писк, кров, кишки, це 
було страшно...» - ділиться споминами жінка. 

Криваві місяці 73-річної давнини закарбува- 
лись у пам'яті Ганни Рой та її сина Василя з села 
Верба. 

«Спершу летіли поляки 1 кажуть, що їх б'ють, 
і ми вас будемо бити. Такий був поляк Віктор 
Камінський, мені дав лопатою по спині, я втік. Ми 
втікали з одного села в інше. Після війни у нас 
нічого не було...» - розповіли Ганна і Василь. 

Протягом доби у селах, пригадували очевидці, 
влада змінювалась кілька разів: то Армія Крайо- 
ва, то УПА, то червоні радянські партизани. 
Найбільше закидів з боку Польщі сьогодні лунає 
на адресу ОУН-УПА (бандерівців). 

Уже нині покійний Сергій Шпур з села Устилуг, 
служив в УПА, у службі безпеки. У 2003 році він 
пригадав такий епізод із подій 1943 року. 

«Довкола були польські колонії. Мені над- 
рукували листівки, їх дав голова, працював у 
німецькому підпіллі, бо інакше заб'ють, як не 
слухаєшся бандерівців. Ці листівки були для 
поляків, вони були скручені, зі шнурочками, які 
ми прив'язували на двері, де жили поляки. А там 
було написано: «Припиніть і скажіть старшим 
своїм, щоб не били українців. Якщо будете бити 
українців, то ми вас будемо бити. Але вони не 
слухали, тоді і ми вже били», - пригадав упівець. 

«Сказати, що одна сторона винна, а друга - ні, 
так не можна. Винна і одна, і друга сторона. То все 
було не так просто, оцінити не можна однознач- 
но. Ось село Біле, там був костел, з нього зроби- 
ли магазин, пізніше православну церкву. Це село 
було католицьке, польське. Як поляки піднімали 


шум, то українці звідти втікали у села Верба, 
Охнівка. Бо хто знав, з якою ціллю поляк рухав- 
ся», - поділився спогадами 13 років тому отець 
Київського патріархату з Володимир-Волинського 
Сергій Депо. 

Хто винен у кровопролитті, хто його підтримав 
і спровокував, які втрати були серед українців і 
поляків? Ці запитання ще нині, коли вшановується 
73-річниця від часу Волинської трагедії, є темою 
досліджень для науковців, які б мали ретельно і 
незалежно дослідити і говорити правду, якою б 
болючою вона не була, каже Святослав Шереме- 
та, експерт із українсько-польських відносин, щоб 
історичним минулим не маніпулювали політики, 
щоб ці події не руйнували українсько-польські 
стосунки. 

«Має бути відповідна державна політика, ми 
повинні об'єктивно дослідити нашу історію, ви- 
носити правду, мала б діяти програма, щоб надати 
можливість нашим дослідникам працювати над 
цією темою, щоб вони мали доступ до грантів», - 
зауважує Святослав Шеремета. 

Політика та емоції довкола історичного ми- 
нулого, на його думку, лише дають можливість 
російській владі маніпулювати подіями і кидати 
камінь протистояння поміж двома народами. 
«Голос Донбасу» розпочав мовлення у Волновасі 

(Радіо Свобода) -Радіостанція «Голос Донба- 
су», на якій виходить 1 проект Української редакції 
Радіо Свобода під назвою «Радіо Донбас.Реалії», 
13 липня почала мовлення у Волновасі Донецької 
області. Як повідомляє Національна рада України 
з телебачення і радіомовлення, мовлення почалося 
на частоті 100,3 МГц. 

За повідомленням, це стало можливим завдя- 
ки введенню в експлуатацію радіомовного ЕМ- 
передавача потужністю 100 Вт на радіотелевізійній 
станції «Волноваха» Донецької філії Концерну 
радіомовлення, радіозв'язку і телебачення. 

Тимчасовий дозвіл на мовлення на території в 
зоні бойових дій НТКУ отримала в грудні минуло- 
го року, наголосили в Напраді. 

За повідомленням, загалом НТКУ отрима- 
ла від Національної ради дозволи на тимчасо- 
ве мовлення на території АТО з використанням 
16 телерадіоканалів у Донецькій області і 16 
телерадіоканалів у Луганській області. 

Від 4 липня в ефірі прифронтового регіону на 
сході України на радіостанції «Голос Донбасу» 
почали виходити програми Радіо Свобода. Про- 
ект Української редакції Радіо Свобода під назвою 
«Радіо Донбас.Реалії» можна слухати в ефірі «Го- 
лосу Донбасу» з понеділка до п'ятниці з 17:00 до 
18:00. 

«Радіо Донбас.Реалії» подає новини 1 їх аналіз 
із обох боків лінії розмежування. «Це інформація 
про головне для Донеччини 1 Луганщини без 
агресії 1 перебільшення, сюжети переважно готу- 
ють вихідці з Донбасу», - наголошує Українська 
редакція Радіо Свобода. 

Програма «Радіо Донбас.Реалії» також дає змо- 
гу слухачам брати участь в обговоренні актуаль- 
них проблем Донбасу в прямому ефірі 1 за допо- 
могою соціальних мереж. 


Опитування: за вступ до НАТО на референдумі 
проголосували б 78% українців 


(Радіо Свобоа)- -Якби референдум про вступ 
України до НАТО було проведено, то 77,7% опи- 
таних українців підтримали б приєднання України 
до альянсу. Про це свідчать дані опитування, 
проведеного фондом «Демократичні ініціативи» 
їмені Ілька Кучеріва та соціологічною службою 
Центру Разумкова з 11 по 16 травня 2016 року. 

Як повідомляють у фонді, найбільш перекон- 
ливою була б перемога прихильників НАТО у 
західному (95% «за» 1 3,5% - «проти») 1 централь- 
ному (82% та 11%, відповідно) регіонах, на півдні 
України 64% учасників голосування виступили б 
за приєднання до альянсу, а проти - 31%. 

Крім того, за даними соціологів, на Сході України 
прихильників членства в НАТО під час референду- 
му стало більше: якщо восени 2015 року на Сході 
серед учасників волевиявлення «за» виступили б 
57%, а «проти» — 41%, то у травні 2016 року - 71.5% 
проголосували 6 «за», а 24% — «проти». 

На Донбасі за останні півроку відбулося 
кількісне «зближення» табору прихильників 1 
супротивників членства: підтримали б приєднання 
48%, а виступили би проти 47%. 


Відповідно до результатів опитування, якби во- 
левиявлення щодо приєднання України до НАТО 
відбувалося в травні 2016 року, то участь у ньо- 
му взяли б 58% населення. Найвищу гіпотетичну 
явку демонструють жителі Заходу (8270). 

Було опитано 2016 респондентів віком від 18 
років в усіх регіонах України, за винятком Криму 
та окупованих територій Донецької 1 Луганської 
областей. Теоретична | похибка вибірки He 
перевищує 2,390. 

За даними опитування Центру економічних ії 
політичних досліджень iMeHi Олександра Разумко- 
ва, проведеного 11-23 грудня 2015 року, відносна 
більшість - 44% українців - у разі проведення pe- 
ферендуму на той час проголосували б за вступ 
України в НАТО, а не брали б участі в референдумі і 
не визначилися загалом 31% опитаних. 

Зокрема, в липні 2015 року на ймовірному 
референдумі за вступ до НАТО проголосува- 
ли б 64 відсотки опитаних у дослідженні фонду 
«Демократичні ініціативи» спільно з тим самим 
Центром Разумкова, проти були б тоді 28,5 відсотків. 
Це, як виглядає, було досі історично найвище 
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Kasia Brytan selected for 
Miss Canada Petite contest | the GOP convention 


Kassandra (Kasia) Brytan, daughter of radio pro- 
ducer, lyricist and community activist Roman Brytan, 
and musician and artistic impresario Noella Ostash, 
has been selected to represent Edmonton in the Miss 
Canada Globe beauty pageant in August 2016. Eighty 
two women from across Canada will be competing for 
the title of Miss Canada, and Kassandra will be pitted 
against 24 hopefuls to claim the title of Miss Canada 
Petite 2016. 

Miss Canada Globe boasts its strengths on going far 
beyond height, cultural background, size or creed. By 
so doing, its claim to fame is providing equal oppor- 
tunity for everyone. They believe that this national pa- 
geant will provide Canadian women the chance to nur- 
ture personal growth and valuable experiences, even 
touching souls and hearts by becoming an ambassador 
and role model for their Canadian community. Be- 
cause of this, Kassandra will not only be representing 
Edmonton, but also Canada’s Ukrainian Community. 

Kassandra is an active, adventurous artist who has 
just graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Drama, 
specializing in Technical Theatre — Stage Management 
from the University of Alberta. Her passion for drama 
stemmed from her childhood, where she not only took 
drama classes outside of school, but also played musical 
instruments such as the piano, accordion, and tsymbaly 
(hammer dulcimer). From the age of three, Kassandra 
has been competing in and recreationally performing in 
a variety of dance styles, and is, at present, a member of 
the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company. Artistic Dir- 
ector Mykola Kanevets has choreographed a solo specif- 
ically for her to perform at the pageant. 

Kassandra’s passion for dance also extends into her 
career as a Stage manager, since she has found her- 
self stage managing more and more dance shows and 
festivals as her career progresses, including the up- 
coming festival on August 28" celebrating 25 years of 
Ukrainian Independence, SVIATO 25, in Edmonton’s 

Sir Winston Churchill Square. During part of her time 
at the University of Alberta, Kassandra was an elected 
member of the Ukrainian Students’ Society. She has 
had the pleasure of working with local businesses and 
venues to organize fundraising events for the society 
as well as charity events to support Euromaidan. 

Kassandra’s main goal in the Miss Canada Globe 
pageant is to spread awareness about the ongoing 


Kasia Brytan 


crisis in Ukraine. Many outside the Ukrainian com- 
munity are unaware that Ukraine is still fighting a free- 
dom battle, and needs our help. Canadians can support 
charities like the Canada-Ukraine Foundation who 
are focused on making a difference in Ukraine and 
offering Canadian support, from offering assistance 
to wounded Ukrainian soldiers, to saving the lives of 
children who get too close to undetonated land mines, 
which is why she has chosen to promote this charity 
over the course of the pageant. 

Kassandra is fundraising not only for pageant costs, 
but also directly for the Canada-Ukraine Foundation. 
To support her campaign, please email KJ.Brytan@ 
gmail.com. You can also “like” her Facebook page at 
Miss Kasia Brytan to stay updated with her pageant 
progress, and also to get the broadcast link to watch 
the National Finals live on August 13. 


Crimean filmmaker Sentsov 
turns 40 in Russian prison 


By Claire Bigg 

(RFE/RL)—Supporters in Ukraine and beyond have 
marked Oleh Sentsoy’s 40th birthday — the third con- 
secutive birthday the Crimean film director has spent 
behind bars in Russia, which convicted him of con- 
spiring to commit terrorism on the annexed Ukrainian 
peninsula. 

Sentsoy, who has said he was unfairly prosecuted by 
what he called “occupiers” of Crimea, was sentenced to 
20 years in prison in August 2015 following a trial that 
Amnesty International described as “fatally flawed.” 

Activists on July 13 hung а banner honoring Sentsov 
across a bridge overlooking Kyiv’s iconic Independ- 
ence Square, the scene of the Euromaidan protests that 
drove a Moscow-allied president from power and led 
to Crimea’s seizure by Russia in March 2014. 

Later, supporters handed out “Free Sentsov” signs, 
and lit birthday candles placed in cupcakes, all in show 
of support for Sentsoy and others Ukraine considers 
political prisoners, said one of the organizers, Polina 
Brodik of the Solidarity Committee. 

“Our goal is to show them that we are not indiffer- 
ent to their fate, we want to show that Ukraine doesn’t 

forget its people,” Brodik said. “It’s also a reminder to 
Russia’s law enforcement organs that these people are 
not forgotten and that we will fight for their release.” 

President Petro Poroshenko also praised Sentsov, 
whose case has become a cause celebre in Ukraine. 

“You remain loyal to your principles and have be- 
come the symbol of invincibility of the spirit,” Poro- 
shenko wrote in a message on his Facebook page. 

Sentsoy and a co-defendant, Oleksandr Kolchenko, 
were convicted on charges that they burned down the 
office of a pro-Kremlin political party and plotted to 

blow up a statue of Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin 
in Simferopol, the regional capital. Both have consist- 
ently denied the accusations. 

Among those appearing on the Kyiv square on July 


13 was Nadia Savchenko, a Ukrainian military officer 
who was held for nearly two years in a Russian prison 
before she was freed in a prisoner swap. 

Hennadiy Afanasyev, a photographer from Crimea 
who was jailed on charges similar to those against 
Уепі5оу and later freed in another prisoner swap, also 
was scheduled to address the crowd. 

Afanasyev testified against Sentsov and Kolchenko 
during their trial, but he later recanted his statements, 
saying they were obtained under torture. Sentsov has 
also said he was tortured by his Russian captors. 

The trial of Sentsov and Kolchenko drew inter- 
national condemnation, and the case has been widely 
seen as an attempt to crush dissent in Crimea. 

Some of Europe’s most prominent film directors, in- 
cluding Ken Loach, Wim Wenders, and Mike Leigh, 
have signed an open letter to Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin demanding that Sentsov be freed and his tor- 
ture allegations be investigated. Top Russian directors 
such as Aleksandr Sokurov and Andrei Zvyagintsev 
have also joined the appeals. 

Best known for his 2011 film Gamer, Sentsov has 
said his jailing is punishment for his involvement in 
the Euromaidan movement that led to the ouster of 
Russia-friendly President Viktor Yanukovych, as well 
as for his public opposition to Russia’s takeover of his 
native peninsula. 

Moscow on July 12 declared Sentsov and 21 other 
people born in Crimea “terrorists and extremists.” The 
list, published by the Federal Financial Monitoring 
Service, includes journalists, civil activists, and pol- 
itical prisoners who have criticized Crimea’s annexa- 
tion. 

The United States, the European Union, the Organ- 
ization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, and 
international media rights groups have all expressed 
concern about a clampdown on independent journal- 
ists and activists on the peninsula. 


11 


The real winner at 


is Vladimir Putin 


Cont. from P. 7 


Putin. They regularly promote Russia’s argument that the leaders of the 
West are trying to provoke a war for their own shady globalist ends — 
for corporations, U.S. defense manufacturers, advocates of open borders 
and other “traitors” to their nations. So there’s a model for this. Two top 
European fans of Putin, the Dutch Islamophobia-monger Geert Wilders 
and Brexit architect Nigel Farage, have actually made it to Cleveland for 
Trump’s extravaganza, making the parallel even clearer. 

Members of LEGIDA, the Leipzig arm of the anti-Islam movement 
Patriotic Europeans Against the Islamisation of the West, take part in a 
rally in Leipzig, Germany. 

But there’s something more insidious going on here, too. Since Trump 
first began to reveal himself as a fan of Putin, scores of media investiga- 
tions have uncovered a shady web of connections between many of Trump’s 
top advisers and Putin’s friends. There’s increasing evidence that the pro- 
Russia bent is about profit at least as much as it is about principle. 

Take retired Lt. Gen Michael Flynn, a Trump booster who was re- 
cently floated as a potential vice-presidential pick. Before his prime-time 
appearance on the convention stage Monday, Flynn sat down with inves- 
tigative reporter Michael Isikoff of Yahoo News.- 

Isikoff wanted to know about the general’s ties to Russia’s Putin- 
friendly news outlet RT, and asked about a high-profile appearance 
Trump’s favorite general made in Moscow in December at a celebration 
for the channel. By appearing by Putin’s side, Flynn supported Russia’s 
narrative that right-thinking folks in the West know Putin is justified in 
constantly blaming Washington for global problems and downplaying 
his own responsibility. 

Isikoff asked Flynn if he had been paid. “You’d have to ask my — the 
folks that I went over there on behalf of,” Flynn said, during an exchange 
that starts at around the 22-minute mark in this video. 

Isikoff pressed. “I’m asking you. You’d know if you were paid,” he 
said. 

“Yeah. I went over there as a speaking event,” Flynn confessed. “What 
difference does that make? Did somebody go, “Oh, he’s paid by the Rus- 
sians?””” 

Isikoff noted that Trump has routinely slammed Hillary Clinton for 
her speaking fees from Goldman Sachs and others, claiming they create 
a conflict of interest. 

“T didn’t take any money from Russia, if that’s what you’re asking.” 

“Well, then who paid you?” 

“My speakers bureau,” Flynn said. “Ask them. I was given an oppor- 
tunity and I took it.” 

But of course, a speakers bureau doesn’t pay speakers, it acts as a go- 
between. Flynn is presumed to be the leading candidate to be director 
of national intelligence in a Trump administration. His bureau did not 
respond to a Huffington Post request for more details about the appear- 
ance. 

Trump’s campaign manager, Paul Manafort, is less shy about receiv- 
ing cash from Putin-world. Manafort spent years working for Putin’s 
preferred leader in Ukraine, former President Viktor Yanukovich. His 
successful effort to help the Kremlin proxy win a 2010 election set the 
stage for Yanukovich’s venal, authoritarian rule and the eventual upris- 
ing against it that sparked the current Ukraine crisis. 

Another wealthy buddy of Putin’s, Oleg Deripaska, has business ties 
to Manafort that have embroiled the GOP operative in an investigation 
in the Cayman Islands, according to a Yahoo News investigation. 

This pattern of Trump cronies taking softer positions on Russia for 
their personal gain extends to a less well-known figure with even more 
direct influence over Trump’s foreign policy: energy executive Carter 
Page. A speech he gave this month in Moscow revealed that he’s mas- 
tered Putin-speak, with its focus on U.S. hypocrisy abroad, the futility of 
talking about “human rights” and the way America is faltering at home. 
From The Washington Post: 

He generally avoided questions on U.S. foreign policy, but when one 
attendee asked him whether he really believed the United States was 
a ‘liberal, democratic society,” Page told him to “read between the 
lines.” 

“If I'm understanding the direction you're coming from, I tend to 
agree with you that й 5 not always as liberal as it may seem,” he said. 
“Tm with you.” vata, 

The Trump adviser has echoed Russian media’s line on the situation in 
Ukraine: it is a result of State Department meddling rather than Russian 
saber-rattling. 

Inevitably, there are other reasons for Page to dislike the U.S. ap- 
proach. The sanctions that followed Russia’s invasion of Ukraine have 
had dire financial consequences for him — and a re-opening to Russia 
would boost his coffers. 

These aren’t new revelations. What’s striking is that these are the 
people Trump has chosen to surround himself with, knowing their pos- 
itions and their financial ties. Now that he’s succeeded, so will, ina sense, 
their views and their interests. But that’s likely something he’s comfort- 
able with, given his own long interest in and ties to Russian money. 

A Washington Post investigation into those connections found that 
Trump has proven willing to overlook Russian excesses, be it in tramp- 
ling rights or pushing anti-Americanism abroad, in his pursuit of a buck. 

If he makes it to the White House, there’s every reason to believe that 
Trump will shape foreign policy in a way that neatly combines his appar- 
ent anti-interventionism with his stated dreams for his business. If he’s 
really lucky, Бе" get that Trump Tower in Russia that he’s been dream- 
ing of. 
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Українські голоси на 
американських виборах 


(Голос Америки) Американські українці вважають, що загальна 
чисельність жителів США з українським чи частково українським 
корінням може сягати півтора мільйони. Результати переписів цю 

- цифру применшують до одного мільйона, бо враховують лише тих 
громадян, які брали участь в опитуваннях i вирішили своє поход- 
ження офіційно декларувати. 

У загальному морі понад 320-мільйонного населення США 
українська громада очевидно не найбільша, але досить активна. 

Активіст Українського конгресового комітету Америки Андрій 
Добрянський з Нью-Йорка - один з тих, хто працюють над тим, щоб 
політики і, зокрема, кандидати на президентську посаду враховува- 
ли побажання українських американців. 

«Коли в Америці змінюється президент чи уряд, то кожен новий 
має свою думку - змінити санкції чи що-завгодно. Ми би хотіли 
підтвердити ті санкції, що вже є i ще додати, якщо Росія не вийде 
з України», - сказав Андрій Добрянський «Голосу Америки», пере- 
буваючи у Вашингтоні для зустрічей з представниками виборчих 
штабів. 

В українському кварталі Чикаго деякі виборці кажуть, що питан- 
ня України буде для них головним, коли вони визначатимуться, за 
якого кандидата голосувати на президентських виборах. 

«Мене найбільше цікавить Україна. Я проживу в Америці за будь- 
яких обставин, але я думаю це важливо, щоб був президент, який 
буде підтримувати Україну», - вважає Михайло Кончак. 

Інший житель Чикаго Микола Кочерга критично дивиться на дії 
республіканського претендента: «Трамп взяв собі дорадника, який 
радив Януковичу і Путіну. З КГБ ми ніякого договору не виграємо. 
Путін вийшов з тієї школи. Якщо Трамп виграє, то не зрозуміє, яка 
сила у Москві. Його обдурять». 

Марія Климчак каже, що відносить себе до тих 4% американців, 
які не визначилися, за кого голосувати. І між провідними претенден- 
тами, на її думку, великої різниці немає: «вони обоє звикли домов- 
лятися на задвірках, хоча для України кращою напевне буде Гілларі 
Клінтон». 

Чимало українських американців дуже скромно оцінюють 
політичний вплив діаспори. Представниця чиказької громади Ліда 
Ткачук говорить про слабкість: «Ми не зорганізовані. В нас дуже 
мало людей, які займаються політикою. Я бачу інші етнічні гру- 
пи, які вишколюють людей на політику. Ми надто орієнтовані на 
українське середовище. Нам треба більше цікавитися американсь- 
кою політикою 1 тоді ми би могли мати більший вплив». 

Але вплив таки є. Оскільки у СПА голосування відбувається 
окремо в кожному штаті, то концентрація певних груп виборців у 
певних регіонах наділяє деякі громади важелями впливу на результа- 
ти, Крім того варто враховувати поєднання інтересів представників 
низки представників етнічних груп: вихідців з країн Балтії, Польщі 
та інших країн Східної Європи, каже американський політолог 
українського походження Адріан Каратницький. 

«В 1992 році я опрацював тези про етнічний фактор у виборчій 
кампанії і передав меморандум виборчій команді, яка займалася 

, зовнішньою політикою пана Клінтона і їздив до Аркансо (амери- 
канський штат Арканзас - ред.), де ми обговорювали ці питання. 
Вони тоді побудували мікро-кампанію довкола цих виборців. Це є 
мільйони людей, до яких можна промовити через питання країни 
їхнього походження, де це може бути вирішальним. Якщо можна, 
скажімо, 100 чи 200 тисяч консервативних виборців перелаштува- 
ти з республіканського електорату на демократичний, це може бути 
вирішальним у двох-трьох-чотирьох штатах. Тому я знаю, що ця 
кампанія Клінтон вже обговорює ці питання». 

Серед штатів, де голоси американців українського походжен- 
ня можуть впливати на результати виборів називають Огайо, 
Пенсильванію, Вісконсин, Іллінойс i деякі інші, де політична 
ситуація неоднозначна. 

Тобто ті штати не є ні так званими «червоними» - колір 
Республіканської партії, ні однозначно «синіми» — колір демократів. 

Андрій Добрянський називає ті штати фіолетовими: «I кандида- 
там треба знати, де живуть українці, то, можливо, про НАТО гово- 
рити, чи про допомогу Україні, і шукати якийсь вплив». 3 

Українська громада США не може похвалитися вагою єврейського 
політичного лобі. Єврейська діаспора в Америці, що нараховує 
приблизно 5 мільйонів, відіграє важливу роль у тому, що Ізраїль є 
найбільшим отримувачем американської допомоги, і країна має по- 
вну підтримку США, коли йдеться про питання оборони і безпеки. 

Проте українці можуть похвалитися більшою активністю та впли- 
_BOM, ніж деякі інші чисельніші етнічні групи американців. 

Недолік в тому, що активність американських українців не завжди 
політична, каже Микола Кочерга: «Прикро вам сказати, що вплив 
української діаспори обмежується тим, що дуже мало українців 
реєструються на вибори, а ще менше голосують. А в американській 
політиці, якщо ви не голосуєте, то на вас політики не дивляться як 
на силу». 

Однією з проблем української громади у США є розпорошеність. 
У такій величезній країні бути згуртованою політичною силою не- 
просто. Але, як це буває часто, людей згуртовує біда. 

Революція гідності і агресія Росії активізували багатьох - навіть 
тих американців, у кого від українськості залишилися лише отримані 
у спадок дивні прізвища і пристрасть до борщу з варениками. 

«...Українці через певні покоління перетворюються на типо- 
вих американських виборців, преференції яких можна легше про- 
гнозувати на підставі освіти і дислокації. Вони стають більш 
американізовані. Але я також відчуваю, що коли постав Майдан, 
коли американські ЗМІ описували війну, то це привабило увагу 

1 тих американізованих українців. Тому певні сигнали головних 

кандидатів на ці питання будуть впливати на вибір значної частини 

того понад мільйонного етносу», - вважає Адріан Каратницький. 
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Микола Сорока 


Сусанна Линн 


Валерій Полковський 


Про дослідну стипендію 
Наукового товариства ім. 
Т. Шевченка в Канаді 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, ре- 
ферент стипендій НТШ 

Три роки тому на засіданні 
Дирекції НТШ-К було ухвалено 
встановлення щорічної дослідної 
стипендії Товариства у сумі 
до $5,000, яка б підтримувала 
дослідження українсько- 
канадського спрямування. Як 
зазначається в ухвалі, пріоритет 
надається розвідкам в ділянках 
української культури в Канаді, а 
при виділенні стипендії перевагу 
матимуть члени НТІЙ, молоді та 
незалежні науковці та аспіранти 
при канадських університетах, 
які ще не закінчили студій. Стат- 
тя як результат дослідження має 
бути написана англійською або 
французською | мовою. Отже, 
головною метою цієї стипендії 
є підтримка досліджень куль- 
тури української діаспори та 
заохочення молодих і незалеж- 
них науковців до українсько- 
канадської тематики. 

Сьогодні можемо твердити, 
що ініціатива НТ виявилася 
успішною. Першим стипендіатом 
стала | молода дослідниця 3 
Університету Альберти Сусанна 
М. Линн, що працювала над те- 
мою “Ethnic Identity Discourses 
of Recent Ukrainian Immigrants 
to Canada: Interactions between 
New Ukrainian-Canadians and the 
Established Ukrainian-Canadian 
Diaspora”. Ha основі інтерв'ю з 
новими імігрантами з України 
та представниками української 
діаспори в Альберті, дослідниці 
вдалося виявити як спільні риси, 
так 1 суттєві відмінності між 
цими двома групами у підході 
до інтелектуальної i візуальної 


української культурної спадщини, 
Висновки С. Линн можуть ста- 
ти важливим інструментом у 
плануванні нових освітніх про- 
грам та майбутніх культурних 
проєктів | українсько-канадської 
спільноти. 

Минулого року переможцем 
стипендії став незалежний науко- 
вець з Едмонтону д-р Микола Со- 
рока. Його дослідження “Activist, 
Scholar and Poet: The Evolution of 
Mykyta Mandryka in the Context of 
Ukrainian and Canadian Social and 
Cultural Discourses” присвячене 
надзвичайно | цікавій | постаті 
Микити  Мандрики. Мандрика 
(1886-1979) навчався в Києві, 
Софії 1 Празі, був правником та 
дипломатом, представляючи уряд 
УНР в Туреччині, Грузії та Японії, 
та особливо активно розгорнув 
свою діяльність в Канаді, де про- 
живав з 1928 року. Розвідка д-ра 
Сороки розкриває різноманітні 
аспекти діяльности Мандрики в 
Канаді: дослідницьку (він є ав- 
тором низки важливих праць, се- 
ред них "Антології українського 
письменства"(1941), “History of 
Ukrainian literature in Canada” 
(1968)), поетичну (його поетич- 
ний доробок включає збірки 
"Золота осінь"(1958), "Радість? 
(1959) та їн.)атакож політичну 
і громадську - Мандрика був 
організатором | Едмонтонського 
відділу Українського Робітничого 
Університету, Канадського To- 
вариства Української Культури, 
УВАН, редактором газет "Правда" 
i "Воля", співучасником багатьох 
інших проєктів та ініціатив. Як 
підсумував у своєму дослідженні 
д-р Сорока, "свідок вирішальних 


історичних змін, він займає 
унікальну | нішу, | поєднуючи 
українське  дореволюційне  ми- 
нуле, революційну бороть- 
бу, іміграцію і пошук нової 
ідентичности в діаспорі". 

Цьогорічний дослідний грант 
здобув знову ж таки науковець з 
Західної Канади - філолог і пере- 
кладач д-р Валерій Полковський. 
Цього року виповнюється 90 
років визначному політичному, 
громадському та культурному 
діячеві Канади Петрові Савари- 
ну. Пропонована д-ром Полковсь- 
ким тема “Petro Savaryn: A Pillar 
of the Post-War Ukrainian Com- 
munity in Canada” видається ак- 
туальною і важливою. Дослідник 
ставить за | мету висвітлити 
діяльність П.Саварина як прав- 
ника і члена уряду Альбер- 
ти, його роль в утвердженні 
ідеї | багатокультурности в 
Канаді, участь у заснуванні 
та розвитку таких організацій 
та інституцій, як Світового 
Конгресу Вільних Українців, 
Курсів Українознавства в 
Альберті, Канадського Інституту 
Українознавчих Студій, Едмон- 
тонського відділу НТШ в Канаді, 
при якому було видано 7 томів 
Західньоканадського | Збірника, 
та багатьох інших. 

Отже, ініціатива HTIII-K 
щодо встановлення дослідної 
стипендії видається | справді 
потрібною. Тож заохочуємо 
всіх науковців, які цікавляться 
україністикою, подаватися на 
грант НТШ. Подробиці мож- 
на дізнатися на нашій сторінці 
(www.nish.ca). Чекаємо на ваші 
пропозиції! 


Кіровоград перейменований 
на Кропивницький 


(Радіо Свобода) -Верхов- 
на Рада перейменувала місто 
Кіровоград на Кропивницький. 
За це рішення на засіданні пар- 
ламенту 14 липня проголосували 
230 депутатів. 

Парламент також 
лив рішення про 
нування населених 
у | Миколаївській, Одеській, 
Харківській, Закарпатській та 
Чернігівській областях. 


ухва- 
перейме- 
пунктів 


Серед перейменованих — i 
ще кілька населених пунктів 
та районів на неконтрольова- 
них урядом частинах територій 
Донецької та Луганської обла- 
стей. 

Марко Кропивницький (1840 — 
1910) - український письменник, 
драматург, актор театру. Значна ча- 
стина життя Кропивницького ми- 
нула в місті, тепер названому його 
ім'ям. У Єлисаветграді Кропив- 


ницький створив у 1882 році «То- 
вариство українських артистів». 
Назва «Кіровоград», створена 
на честь російського радянсько- 
го діяча Сергія Кірова (справжнє 
прізвище Костриков), підпадала 
під «закон про декомунізацію». 
Він забороняє, зокрема, назви, 
в яких використані імена або 
псевдоніми осіб, що обіймали 
керівні посади в компартійних і 
радянських державних органах. 
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Russia used ‘fake evidence’ to |UN report finds ‘rampant 


blame Kyiv for downing MH17| !mpunity’ for killings in 
eastern Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—A UN human rights report says there has been “limited 
accountability” in eastern Ukraine for arbitrary killings and torture by 
separatist fighters and Ukrainian soldiers. 

“Impunity for killings remains rampant, encouraging their perpetua- 
tion and undermining prospects for justice,’ said the report, issued on 
July 14 by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Hu- 
man Rights (OHCHR). 

The report was based on research into the killings of more than 9,400 
people in Ukraine’s Donbas region since fighting started there in 2014 
through May 2016. 

“Accountability will be key to the establishment of sustainable peace 
in Ukraine,” said UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad 
al-Hussein. “This is the only way forward, as has been fully and tragic- 
ally demonstrated by the many countries which have not dealt properly 
with serious international crimes and human rights abuses.” 

UN investigators found evidence of arbitrary killings by Russia-back 
separatists, Ukrainian troops, police forces, and volunteer battalions of 
fighters. 

The report cited executions of prisoners by both sides and indiscrimin- 
ate shelling of civilian areas using imprecise weapon systems. 

The OHCHR said some of the killings of civilians could be considered 
“war crimes.” 

Although some of the people involved in arbitrary killings have been 
prosecuted, the OHCHR said many investigations into deaths are delayed 
or left unfinished. 

The report said probes into killings in separatist-held areas of Ukraine’s 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions appear to be selective and suspects are not 
guaranteed a fair trial. 


Ukrainians choose Mazepa as 
new name for Boryspil Airport 


(Ukrinform)—A proposal to rename Kyiv’s Boryspil International 
Airport after Ivan Mazepa gained the largest number of votes during 
an online voting, the Ukrainian Infrastructure Ministry reports. Thus, 
12,768 people participated in the vote supported a proposal to rename 
Boryspil Airport after Ivan Mazepa, 9,297 participants voted for [hor 
Sikorsky, 9,224 — for Kazimir Malevich, 6,385 — for Oleh Antonov, and 
335 — for Pavlo Chubynsky. Another 6,057 people said there is no need 
to rename the airport. A draft resolution to rename Boryspil airport after 
Ivan Mazepa was registered in the Verkhovna Rada in May 2016. 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


By Tom Balmforth ly circulated by Paris Match of a Buk missile system 
(RFE/RL)—The Russian Defense Ministry pub- being transported through eastern Ukraine — were 
lished doctored, misdated satellite imagery to support found to be “genuine.” 
its suggestion that Ukraine was responsible for down- “For me the question is now, ‘How are internation- 
ing of a passenger jet over eastern Ukraine in 2014, al governments going to respond to Russia creating 
independent investigation group Bellingcat alleges in fake evidence in the inquiry into the murder of 298 
anew report. people?’” Higgins said in an interview with RFE/RL’s 
The report provides an overview of Bellingeat’s Russian Service. 
exhaustive open-source investigation into the down- Bellingcat says the airliner was shot down by а Buk 
ing of Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17, which killed | missile with the number 332, which it says was trans- 
all 298 passengers and crew aboard the airliner bound | ported from a military base in Russia’s Kursk region 
from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur. to an area near the Ukrainian border by the 2nd bat- 
It was published two days before the second anni- _ talion of Russia’s 53rd Anti-Aircraft Brigade. 
versary of the July 17, 2014 incident, which drew the It says that the launch site was south of the separa- 
world’s stunned attention to the war between Ukrain- | tist-held town of Snizhne, and that the missile system 
ian forces and Russia-backed separatists and added its was spirited back toward the Russian border. 
victims to the conflict’s toll — now more than 9,300 Russia has denied any direct involvement in the war 
civilians and combatants. in eastern Ukraine, despite what Kyiv and NATO say 
Dutch investigators said in 2015 that the airliner js ample evidence that it has sent large numbers of 
was shot down with a Russian-made Buk surface-to- troops and weapons across the border to support the 
air missile and identified a 320-square-mile area from separatists. 
which it was fired — most of it held by the separatists The conflict broke out in April 2014, shortly after 
— but did not place blame. Russia used military force and a referendum widely 
Britain-based Bellingcat says evidence it has col- dismissed as illegitimate to seize control of Ukraine’s 
lected shows that the Russian army supplied the mis- (Crimean Peninsula — a takeover that followed the 
sile-launcher that brought down MH17 and moved it ouster of Moscow-allied Ukrainian President Viktor 
toward the Ukrainian border before the shoot down. Yanukovych. He fled to Russia after months of pro- 
The jet crashed in separatist-held part of the Donetsk tests over his decision, late in 2013, to abandon plans 
region. for a landmark agreement with the European Union 
Russian officials and state media have made strenu- and cultivate closer ties with Russia instead. 
ous efforts to lay the blame on Kyiv, at various times Russia’s interference in Ukraine has badly harmed 
suggesting that the jet was shot down by a Ukrainian | із ties with Kyiv and brought its relations with the 
fighter or by a Buk missile-launcher in the hands of West to a post-Cold War low. 
Ukrainian forces. U.S. and German intelligence reports have blamed 
The Bellingcat report, however, says that images the Russia-backed separatists for the downing of MH- 
published by the Russian Defense Ministry in July 17. The Dutch authorities leading the international 
2014 to make the case that Kyiv was to blame were investigation recently visited Moscow, after which 
found to have been digitally altered. Dutch authorities pressed Russia to hand over addi- 
The group invited an expert on open source intelli- tional information. The probe is expected to be com- 
gence, Jeffrey Lewis, to use forensic analysis software | pleted later this year. 
called Tungstene to evaluate the reliability of images Higgins said he hopes those responsible for the 
central to its investigation, Bellingcat founder Eliot deaths will be brought to justice. 
Higgins told RFE/RL. “We've been able to identify nearly all the mem- 
“The satellite imagery from the Russian MOD was _ bers of the 53rd air defense brigade which was in this 
heavily edited, including the addition of clouds and convoy that took this missile launcher to the Ukrain- 
Buk missile launchers to some images,” Higgins said. jan border,” Higgins said, adding that the international 
A news release accompanying the Bellingeat report | investigators “might have a lot more information. 
said that some of the satellite imagery was “so heavily Maybe they have information that, combined with our 
manipulated that it lacks any credibility as evidence.” information, can lead you to the exact names of the 
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As presented by the Russian Defense Ministry, 
the images suggested that a Ukrainian Buk missile 
launcher had been moved from its base in the days 
before MH17 was shot down. 

By contrast, the report says that key images in the 
Bellingeat investigation — such as photographs wide- 


people who .... shot down MH17.” 

“But MH17 is really part of a broader story and 
that’s Russia’s involvement in the conflict in Ukraine,” 
he said. “Ultimately the person who made the decision 
to send Russian troops to Ukraine is going to be the 
head of the Russian army, which is Vladimir Putin.” 
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OSCE expresses concern over Russia’s list of “terrorists, extremists’ 
(RFE/RL)—The Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has expressed concern over 
the decision by Russian authorities to publish what they called an updated “list of terrorists and extremists,” 
which includes journalists and activists. 
“Publishing this list could put the journalists at risk and jeopardize their safety,” said OSCE Representative 
on Freedom of the Media Dunja Mijatovic. 
“It’s the government’s responsibility to ensure journalists’ safety; it should not put them in harm’s way based 
on state prosecutors’ suspicions under an antiextremism law,” Mijatovic said in a statement on July 12. 
Nenad Pejic, vice president and editor in chief of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), said in Prague 
on July 13 that “Russian officials are targeting journalists and activists for their journalism — for reporting 
honestly on developments in Crimea independent of the Kremlin’s orders.” 

Authorities in Moscow have listed 22 people who were born on Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula as “terrorists 
and extremists.” 

The list, published on July 12 by Russia’s Federal Financial Monitoring Service (Rosfinmonitoring), 
includes journalists, civil activists, and political prisoners who have criticized Moscow’s occupation and illegal 
annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea region. 

Among those named is Mykola Semena, a contributor to Krym.Realii (Crimea.Realities), a news site run by 
RFE/RL. 

In April, Semena was charged by Crimean officials with using his journalism to make calls for separatism. 

Russia, which illegally annexed Crimea in 2014, has banned as “extremist” or “separatist” any description 
of Crimea as a continued part of Ukrainian territory. 

The list also includes Anna Andriyeyska, a Crimean investigative journalist who now works in Kyiv as a staff 
reporter for Krym.Realii. 

Prior to joining RFE/RL, she was investigated by Russian security services for extremist content in her work. 

The list also named several Ukrainian prisoners held in Russia — including Oleh Sentsoy, Oleksandr 
Kolchenko, Oleksiy Chemiy, and the recently freed Hennadiy Afanasyev. 

Rosfinmonitoring was created by a decree from President Vladimir Putin and reports directly to the Russian 
president. 

The United States, the European Union, the OSCE, and international media rights groups have all expressed 
concern about a clampdown on independent journalists and activists in the Russian-occupied territory. 
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Fear of ‘dark times’ 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—The death of a passionate 
investigative reporter in a car bombing in 
the Ukrainian capital has sent shock waves 
through Kyiv and its journalist community. 

Pavel Sheremet had won prestigious inter- 
national awards for exposing political abuses 
in his native Belarus, quit Russian TV over 
“Kremlin propaganda” at the height of Rus- 
sian patriotic fervor as Moscow was carving 
Crimea from the rest of Ukraine, and ultim- 
ately warned loudly of a creeping national- 
ist threat to authorities in his adopted home, 
Kyiv. 

So when a “remote-controlled or delayed- 
action” bomb blew up the car Sheremet was 
driving to work for his regular morning 
show, the blast dashed more than the life of 
the 44-year-old crusader for rights and dem- 
ocracy. 

“The dark times are back in Ukraine,” was 
how Ukrainian journalist Katya Gorchin- 
skaya summed up what many were feeling 
after the July 20 assassination. 

Svitlana Zalishchuk, a ruling party law- 
maker and anticorruption campaigner, called 
Sheremet’s killing “an attack оп every 
Ukrainian and a pronouncement of war 
against the peace we used to believe exists 
outside the war zone in Donbas,” a reference 
to the eastern area where Russia-backed sep- 
aratists continue to hold swaths of Ukraine. 

“My brain refuses to believe it,” said Mus- 
tafa Nayyem, another lawmaker and a for- 
mer investigative journalist himself, who 
was a close friend of Sheremet’s. “I want to 
= wake up and go on living without this ter- 
rible news.” 

At the scene of the explosion, which au- 
thorities said appeared to have been “skill- 
fully” prepared, elderly bystanders stood in 
shock and nodded at what to them resembled 
something from Ukraine’s turbulent past. 

“Well, it’s like the mafia,” one man said 
in a reference to killings carried out by or- 
ganized crime groups that flourished after 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. “It’s very 


Ukrainian police officers and Security services experts examine the 
Journalist Pavel Sheremet afier he was killed by а car bomb in Kyiv 
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charred automobile of 
on July 20. 


scary.” 

Within hours of the bombing, a thunder- 
storm enveloped Kyiv and unleashed a down- 
pour that washed away the black soot and 
ash from the scene. Its black clouds loomed 
over the capital as fear set in, prompting 
President Petro Poroshenko to warn that the 
likely aim of the attack was destabilization 
“possibly ahead of further events.” 

But Sheremet was not the first journalist to 
have been killed in Ukraine; he wasn’t even 
the first who worked for Ukrayinska Pravda. 
Georgian-born Heorhiy Gongadze, one of 
the website’s founders, was kidnapped, tor- 
tured, and murdered in 2000. His headless 
body was found only months later, in the 
woods outside Kyiv, and was not buried until 
March of this year. 

Since 1992, at least six journalists have 
been killed in Ukraine for their work, four 
with impunity, according to the Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ). More have gone 
missing, been beaten, or been threatened 
with violence. In most cases, Ukrainian au- 
thorities have failed to bring any or all of the 


Suspected perpetrators to justice. 

Sheremet’s case will therefore provide a 
litmus test for Ukraine’s pro-Western goy- 
ernment, which has struggled to carry out 
crucial reforms or try criminal cases against 
senior members of the former or current re- 
gime. 

The Ukrainian president has ordered that 
all of the government’s resources be put at 
the disposal of law enforcement, and U.S. 
officials say the FBI will work with them 
on the probe. “We are deeply interested in a 
transparent investigation,” Poroshenko said. 

But journalists who have seen colleagues 
murdered and their killers never prosecuted 
are skeptical. 

“Remember that I had expected [author- 
ities] to complete the murder investigation 
of Heorhiy,” Gongadze’s widow, Myroslava, 
wrote on Facebook. She added bitterly that 
there were “too many parallels” between her 
husband’s case and that of Sheremet. 

Some observers say the manner in which 
Sheremet was killed hark back to the early 
post-Soviet period, when three journalists 


after journalist’s killing 


were murdered one shot point-black in 
the face, one bludgeoned, and another blown 
up by a bomb — and others were routinely 
harassed. 

“I see a pattern that in the past year or 
more has unfolded against journalists,” said 
Gorchinskaya, the chief executive officer 
of Kyiv-based independent Hromadske TY 
who tweeted that “the dark times are back,” 
told RFE/RL. 

She cited the recent leak of journalists’ per- 
sonal data and their publication by a shady 
website run by anonymous hackers called 
Myrotvorets. The site called the journal- 
ists “terrorist collaborators” for their work 
in the separatist-controlled areas of eastern 
Ukraine. The leak was openly cheered by 
Ukraine’s interior minister. Arsen Avakov, 
as well as other prominent officials. 

There was also an attack on Mykhaylo 
Tkach, who reports for the Skhemy investi- 
gative program, a joint production of RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service and UA: First TV 
Channel. His case has not been investigated, 
and his assailants remain unpunished, even 
though the attack was well-documented and 
caught on video. 

Kristina Berdynskykh, a senior repor- 
ter for the Kyiv-based independent New 
Time magazine who often writes about the 
country’s powerful oligarchs, said she has 
received multiple death threats in recent 
months. 

“Your monument will stand beside the 
monument for Gongadze,” read one such 
warning, sent via SMS. 

She was contacted by Ukrainian police 
and security officers, but no charges have not 
been brought against any suspects. 

After Sheremet’s killing, Berdynskykh 
penned an op-ed that she titled Do Not Rely 
On Law Enforcement. 

“T realized that journalists’ best protection 
is maximum publicity, information support 
from colleagues from other media in cover- 
ing the case, rather than law enforcement,” 
she wrote. 


~ Authorities will not successfully investi gate assassination of Sheremet 


By Taras Kuzio, Kyiv Post, July 21, 2016 

The July 20 assassination of journalist 
Pavel Sheremet should obviously be con- 
demned by all democratic, patriotic and na- 
tionalist Ukrainians. It is a personal tragedy 
for Ukrainska Pravda co-founder Olena 
Prytula, who has lost a second relationship 
in her life, the first being with Georgiy Gon- 
gadze, the news website’s co-founder, who 
was murdered on Sept. 16. 2000. 

It was also a direct attack on Ukrainian 
democracy. 

I am, though, concerned at the widespread 
naivety of Ukrainian journalists who report 
on the promised “investigation” by President 
Petro Poroshenko and General Prosecutor 
Yuriy Lutsenko. Their promises don’t fool me 
but there still seems to be widespread naivety 
about the capabilities of Ukraine’s courts and 
Prosecutors to “investigate” anything. And, if 

~ Russia is behind the murder, the Security Ser- 
vice of Ukraine (SBU) is not any better at "їп- 
vestigating” — especially as it seems there are 
Russian spies in the structure. 

Are we not still waiting for a full investi- 
gation of the murder of Gongadze who was 
murdered 16 years ago? 

Remember how President Viktor Yush- 
chenko promised in his first month in power 
in a speech he gave to the Parliamentary As- 
sembly of Council of Europe (PACE) that: 
“T would like to assure you that the inves- 
tigation of Gongadze murder case will be 
‘completed. All cases related to instances of 
violence against journalists will be investi- 
gated. Those guilty will be brought to trial.” 

Well Yushchenko, what happened? 

Did you forget to do this when you got 
home? 


Were your bees more important than your 
honour and commitment to the rule of law? 

Those responsible for the failure to act on 
his pledge to PACE include Yushchenko, 
Secretary of the National Security and De- 
fence Council Petro Poroshenko, SBU 
Chairman Oleksandr Turchynov and Gen- 
eral Prosecutor Svyatyslav Piskun. 

There are many other cases that were 
promised to be “investigated” but never 
were. 

We are still awaiting the completion of the 
investigation of Yushchenko’s poisoning, 
which has made many people (including this 
author) suspicious if he was ever poisoned? 

After all, surely if somebody tries to mur- 
der you, that will mobilize you to seek re- 
venge? 

But, I have never seen Yushchenko go after 
his potential poisoners and instead he let the 
Donetsk clan control the General Prosecu- 
tor’s office through Oleksandr Medvedko 
and he helped Viktor Yanukovych to come 
to power in 2010. 

There have been no criminal convictions 
of members of the Yanukovych mafia regime 
and its key members, such as chief of staff 
Serhiy Lyovochkin, who appears to have an 
immunity deal with Poroshenko, 

I have long joked in talks I have given in 
the West that the only time investigations 
lead to criminal prosecutions and jail senten- 
ces are in two ways. 

The first is when criminal Ukrainians are ar- 
rested and put on trial in the U.S., Germany 
and Spain. The second is when there is politic- 
al repression in Ukraine, as with the imprison- 
ment of Yulia Tymoshenko and Lutsenko, 

Sadly, therefore, I will be highly surprised 


if the promised “investigation” into the dis- 
gusting murder of Sheremet will be any 
more successful than the thousands of other 
promised “investigations” that have never 
been concluded. 

The General Prosecutor’s Office — which 
Poroshenko defends to the last and where 
he has installed three of his own cronies — 
is the most unproductive state institution in 
Ukraine and the biggest organized criminal 
gang in Ukraine. There is no other criminal 
gang that has 20,000 members and extorts 
a massive budget from the state and huge 
bribes from the private sector. 

Poroshenko is responsible for the inabil- 


ity of criminal “investigations” not leading 
to criminal convictions under both Pres- 
idents Yushchenko and his own presidency. 
I hope I am wrong in the case of Sheremet 
but I doubt it. For Ukraine to fundamentally 
change and introduce the rule of law requires 
a non-Leonid Kuchmaite president and the 
closing down of the General Prosecutor’s of- 
fice. After these two steps are taken the next 
step should be to build more jails. 

So much for Poroshenko’s election slogan 
“We should live in another way!” 
Taras Kuzio is a senior research fellow at 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
University of Alberta. 
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Two good m 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Last year, we lost Boris Nem- 
tsov. 

And yesterday (July 20), we lost Pavel 
Sheremet. 

Two good men who came into their own 
in the heady times following the Soviet col- 
lapse. 

Two good men who never gave up on the 
lofty ideals of those times. 

One was from Russia. One was from Bela- 
rus. 

One was a politician. One was a journalist. 

One stayed in his homeland. And one was 
forced into exile. 

One was gunned down on a chilly winter 
night in downtown Moscow. 

And one was killed by a car bomb on a 
warm summer morning in downtown Kyiv. 

Two good men who probably could eas- 


en are gone 


ily have found a comfortable place in their 
respective countries’ authoritarian systems if 
they would only just play ball. 

But neither Nemtsov nor Sheremet were 
ever very interested in playing ball. 

Instead, these two good men — who, inci- 
dentally were also very close friends — were 
more interested in fighting for what they be- 
lieved in and following their principles. 

And, in the end, they both gave their lives 
for the sake of those principles. 

Speaking on the one-year anniversary of 
Nemtsoy’s assassination back in February, 
Sheremet memorably said that his friend was 
prepared for prison but not that he would be 
killed. 

That, he added, was impossible to prepare 
for. 

And in the case of these two good men, it 
was impossible for us to prepare for, as well. 
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installation in Kyiv оп July 9. 


Ukrainians ‘inhabit’ Lenin’s 


М ЕН і 


shadow оп site of toppled statue 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Andriy Turchenko was a boy 
of seven or eight when his father brought him 
to the statue of Vladimir Lenin on Kyiv’s 
Taras Shevchenko Boulevard in the 1990s, a 
few years after the Soviet collapse, to teach 
him about the Bolshevik leader’s legacy. 

“He was feeling nostalgic,” Turchenko re- 
calls. 

Recently, Turchenko returned with his 
own son, 5-year-old Oleksandr, for an up- 
dated history lesson — and a selfie on the 
spot where Lenin long stood. The statue 
is gone, pulled down by protesters during 
Ukraine’s Euromaidan revolution in 2013, 
and the plinth it occupied for 67 years is 
empty. 

But thanks to a temporary art installation 
that put a staircase in place to allow people 
to ascend to the pedestal, Ukrainians are get- 
ting a chance to stand in Lenin’s shoes, so to 
speak. 

“I told Sasha,” Turchenko says, using a 
diminutive of his son’s name, “Lenin’s ab- 
sence means Ukraine is free.” 

They snapped a photo of themselves to 
celebrate that freedom. 

Titled Inhabiting Shadows, the exhibit by 
Mexican artist Cynthia Gutierrez “intends 
to provoke a discussion and reflection about 
imposed memory, system failure, emptiness, 
identity, and occupying space,” according to 
the artist’s description. 

Organized by the Izolyatsia Center for 
Cultural Initiatives, an art collective that re- 
located from war-torn Donetsk to Kyiv after 
fighting broke out in 2014, Inhabiting Shad- 
ows will remain in place through the end 
of the week. It is part of a larger exhibition 
called Social Contract, which aims to spur 
discussion about public symbols. It is on dis- 
play at the Izolyatsia Center in Kyiv through 
August 24. 

Antigovernment and pro-European рго- 
testers dragged down the Lenin monument 
and smashed it to pieces with sledgeham- 
mers on December 8, 2013, during the 
Maidan protests that drove a Russian-allied 
president from power the following Febru- 
ary. For many Ukrainians, Lenin’s fall was 
a symbol of Kyiv’s rejection of Moscow’s 
long-standing influence over Ukraine and 
affirmation of its citizens’ right to self-deter- 
mination. 

It set in motion what would come to be 
known as the “Leninopad,” or “Felling of the 
Lenins.” At least 1,221 Lenin monuments 
around Ukraine have since been demolished, 
according to Leninstatues.ru, which tracks 
their removal. 

The demolition of Lenin monuments is a 
microcosm of Ukraine’s controversial policy 
of “decommunization” — a post-Maidan ef- 
fort to break free from the country’s Soviet 
past. It includes renaming dozens of cities, 
squares, and roads, and removing commun- 
ist symbols, like the hammer and sickle, 
from buildings and landmarks. 

Not everyone is happy about that. Many 
in eastem Ukraine, which has historically 
had close ties to Russia, and particularly 
pensioners with fond memories of the Soviet 


Union, have expressed worry that their past 
is being erased. Some critics have pointed 
to the fact that decommunization, in many 
cases, is occurring without public discourse, 
leading them to accuse the government of 
using methods reminiscent of the very com- 
munist practices they have denounced. 

Kateryna Filyuk, the guest curator behind 
Inhabiting Shadows and Social Contract, 
tells RFE/RL that the idea behind the Lenin 
plinth exhibition was to create something 
that would contribute to the public dialogue 
about decommunization. 

Of the 21 proposals received from artists 
around the world, she and an international 
jury selected Gutierrez’s, because “her sug- 
gestion was not to put something instead of 
Lenin, but rather to create a platform for the 
people of Ukraine to express their views and 
rethink their past and get rid of some spect- 
ers of the past.” 

Public reaction to Inhabiting Shadows 
has been mostly positive, Filyuk says. She 
recalls one older woman who remembered 
taking her oath as a member of the Pioneers 
— a Communist Party youth group — in 
front of the monument over 60 years ago. 
The woman told her that standing there to- 
day “was a nice way to say goodbye” to the 
former Soviet leader. 

But some have complained that the exhibit 
doesn’t fit in with its surroundings. “Aes- 
thetically, it doesn’t look nice,” Filyuk says. 
“But that’s absolutely not the point.” 

While tearing Lenin down took minutes 
and a winch — replacing Lenin has become 
a contentious issue that remains unresolved. 
More than two years later, there has been no 
public consensus about what should occupy 
the plinth. 

It was briefly occupied by a golden toilet 
in February 2014, a nod to rumors that Vik- 
tor УапиКоуусі, the former president who 
fled Kyiv the same month, had installed one 
at his gauche riverside estate outside the cap- 
ital. 

Earlier in July, before Gutierrez’s steps 
went up, someone topped the column with 
a small statue of the Virgin Mary. But like 
Lenin, it also came crashing down. 

The urban planning and culture depart- 
ments in the Kyiv city govemment have 
struggled to come up with something perma- 
nent that would please everyone. 

“If there were a hero recognized by all 
parts of Ukrainian society, I think his fig- 
ure would be standing there already,” says 
Filyuk, who sees no point in rushing to fill 
the space. 

“It should remain empty. It’s already a 
strong symbol — an empty pedestal,” she 
adds. 

Andny Turchenko, the father who took a 
Selfie with his son, suggests using the ped- 
estal for rotating exhibits. “So it can be 
changed as we change,” he says. 

Titled Inhabiting Shadows, the exhibit by 
Mexican artist Cynthia Gutierrez “intends 
to provoke a discussion and reflection about 
imposed memory, system failure, emptiness, 
identity, and occupying space,” according to 
the artist’s description. 


15 


on both sides in Donbas 


By Eugen Tomiuc 

(RFE/RL)—Civilians have been subjected 
to extended arbitrary detention, disappear- 
ances, and even torture by both sides in 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine, two leading 
rights watchdogs warn in a joint report. 

The July 21 findings by Amnesty Inter- 
national and Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
accuse Ukrainian authorities and pro-Kyiv 
paramilitary groups of holding civilians sus- 
pected of supporting or having connections 
with Russia-backed separatists. It says sep- 
aratists incarcerated civilians suspected of 
backing or spying for the Ukrainian govern- 
ment. 

In some cases, detainees were used as a 
negotiation chip for prisoner exchanges, 
the groups say in the report, titled You 
Don’t Exist: Arbitrary Detentions, Enforced 
Disappearances, And Torture In Eastern 
Ukraine. 

Authorities in Kyiv reacted to the report 
by promising to investigate, while a repre- 
sentative for separatists in the eastern re- 
gions of Donetsk and Luhansk called the 
findings “absurd.” 

The rights groups say they were driven to 
join forces by the magnitude of the problem. 

“The reason why we speak with one voice 
is because the problem of arbitrary deten- 
tions and forced disappearances and torture in 
connection with the armed conflict in eastern 
Ukraine is very big and demands immediate 
action by all sides involved in the conflict,” 
HRW’s Tanya Lokshina told RFE/RL. 

The groups looked in detail at 18 alleged 


RL’s Ukrainian Service that authorities 
would seek to find those responsible for any 
violations. 

“It will be possible to conduct adequate 
checks in cooperation with the [Ukrainian] 
ombudsman. As the Justice Department we 
are ready to join to this process,” Petrenko 
said. : 

Earlier, Oleksandr Tkachuk, the SBU’s 
chief of staff, denied the existence of SBU- 
run detention facilities. Tkachuk told RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service that the SBU is 
ready to provide rights watchdogs access to 
all its premises to show that it is not holding 
anyone in arbitrary detention. 

But Tkachuk said authorities would study 
the report and investigate possible human 
rights violations by members of Ukraine’s 
law-enforcement agencies. 

Representatives of the separatists fighting 
in eastern Ukraine also denied the existence 
of secret detention facilities on the territory 
under their control, parts of the Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions. 

“We have no hidden prisons. I am person- 
ally monitoring the treatment of our prison- 
ers and their state,” Darya Morozova, who is 
identified as an ombudsman for the separa- 
tist group Donetsk People’s Republic, told 
the Interfax news agency. 

Vladislav Deinego, a representative of 
another group seeking independence from 
Kyiv, the Luhansk People’s Republic, also 
flatly rejected the findings of the report. 

“This is totally absurd. Our security servi- 
ces are obviously engaged in exposing sub- 


cases of arbitrary, prolonged detention of yersive actions and sabotage, but this work 
civilians by both sides in the conflict, which js legal and transparent. Any hidden prisons 
has claimed more than 9,400 lives since are out of the question,” Deinego told Inter- 
April 2014. fax. 

The report says that, in most cases studied, | The report warns that all people held by 
civilians were held without any contact with the warring sides in eastern Ukraine are pro- 
the outside world, including with their fam- tected under international human rights law. 
ilies or attorneys. “International human rights law, inter- 

Most of those detained were ill-treated and national humanitarian law ban arbitrary de- 
even tortured, and some were denied med- tention, torture, and ill-treatment. The ban on 
ical care for injuries sustained in detention, torture is absolute. Torture is, in fact, a war 
the report says. crime,’ HRW’s Lokshina said. 

The report says pro-government forces, In some cases, the report says, detentions 
including volunteer battalions, detained constituted enforced disappearances, be- 
civilians, then handed them over to the SBU, cause “the authorities in question refused to 
which ultimately moved them into the regu- acknowledge the detention of the person or 
lar criminal justice system. refused to provide any information on their 

Russia-backed separatists, meanwhile, whereabouts or fate.” 
held civilians in isolation for weeks or А particularly serious accusation in the 
months without charge and, in most cases, report is that captors on either used the pos- 
subjected them to ill-treatment, the report sible release of detainees as a bargaining 
notes. In the territories held by the separa- chip for prisoner exchanges. 
tists — parts of the Donetsk and Luhansk “Almost in all of the 18 cases that we in- 
provinces — local security forces operate in vestigated for the purposes of our joint ге- 
a complete rule-of-law vacuum, it says. port, release of civilian detainees was at 

One case, that of a 39-year-old man whom some point described by the relevant side in 
the report names only as Vadim, stands out the context of prisoner exchanges,” Lokshi- 
in particular, because it says he was held in па said. 
secret detention and tortured by both sides. In nine out of the 18 cases, they were in 

Vadim was apprehended by Ukrainian fact exchanged, says the document, noting 
forces in April 2015, the report says, while that the practice raises grave suspicions that 
traveling on a bus from Ukrainian-controlled civilians may be detained intentionally for 
Slavyansk to his hometown of Donetsk — bargaining purposes. 
one of the main cities held by Russia-backed While it is difficult to estimate the actual 
separatists. It says he was questioned by number of civilians who have fallen victim 
Ukrainian forces about his ties in Slavyansk, to such abuses, the document quotes the UN 
called a “separatist thug,” then kept in un- Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
acknowledged detention at a base, interro- Rights (OHCHR), which stated in a report 
gated and tortured, then transferred to an- last month that “arbitrary detention, torture, 
other facility, which the report says was and ill-treatment remain deeply entrenched 
maintained by SBU personnel. practices” in the region. 

The groups say Vadim spent another six “The cases we documented jointly with 
weeks there without any contact with the Amnesty International may only represent 
outside world, was tortured with electric the tip of an iceberg,” said HRW’s Lokshina. 
shocks, bumed with cigarettes, and beaten The two watchdogs call on both the Ukrain- 
by interrogators demanding he admit he had ian government and the separatists who hold 
ties with the separatists. After he was re- parts of eastern Ukraine to “immediately to 
leased, the report says, he гетштед to Don- put an end to enforced disappearances and 
etsk only to be immediately arrested by the arbitrary and incommunicado detentions.” 
Russia-backed authorities, who kept him They call on both sides to apply “zero- 
incommunicado for another two months and tolerance” for torture and ill-treatment of de- 
beat and ill-treated him over suspicions he tainees, and urge them to thoroughly investi- 
had been recruited by the SBU during his gate accusations of torture and ilJ-treatment 
previous captivity. in detention and hold those found respon- 

Justice Minister Paylo Petrenko told RFE/ sible to account. 
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“Dzherelo” provides youth with cultural experiences, а 
better knowledge and understanding of performing 
arts, as well as of themselves as individuals and 
recognition of Ukrainian artists, musicians, literary 
authors and traditions. What could be better than to 
develop a wide circle of friends, revel in the joy of a 
role well played and take pride in the applause 
received for successful performances. 


В гуртку займаються діти віком від 5 до 15 
років. У приємній дружній атмосфері, граючи, 
діти навчаються акторській майстерності, 
органічній поведінці на сцені, формують 


культуру мовлення, розвивають фізичні та Beneatsals are he'd ол 
пластичні якості, координацію рухів, музичні та Fridays at 6:00 p.m. 
вокальні здібності, акторську (сміливість, at the Ukrainian National Federation Hall, 
творчу активність. 10629 - 98 St. 
, Ра You can contact us via e-mail at: 
Dzherelo із composed of members ranging in age uwoedmonton@yahoo.ca 
from 5 to 15 years of age. In a welcoming and fun 
environment, children develop their skills, talents HA 
and cultural awareness by learning and participat- UNE а Er WELCOME 
ing in the various aspects of performing arts, both a де 
on stage and behind the scenes. This includes Reet OS Lao 


working together as a group and individually, role 


playing, and stage presentation (verbal, musical нію зе 


‘nati 10629-98 ST. _ ~ Ukrainian 
and coordination of movements). ззмекчамсан Children’s Studio Theatre 


